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QJS* .mnemployiiieiit worsens 

WASHINGTON (R) —The U.S. jobless rate dim bed to 7.1 per amt in 
December, its highest rate in almost six years, the U.S. government said 
ftjdsy, in a report that ch alle ng es President George Bush's election-year 
vw.io add jobs to a flagging economy. '‘Unsatisfactory.” Mr. Bu&h said 
of the report as he arrived back in Washington after a swing through Aaia 
to create more jobs. by. promoting exports of U.S.-made products. The 
ptesidentprontised an ambitious agenda to stimulate the economy 
quietly. The last time unemployment readied this high was in January 
1986 , when it-was 72 per cent. November’s jobless rate also was revised 
upward to 6.9 per cent from 6.8 per cent. The number of jobs outside the 
{ana sector grew by a surprising 31,000 in December, mostly in the 
government and health sectors. Economists were expecting a 70,000 drop 
'in payrolls. 
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U.N .-Iraqi oil sales talks in final session 

VIENNA (R) — The final session of three days of talks between Iraqi and 
U.N. officials aimed at paving the way for the resumption of Iraqi nil 
exports began on Friday night, a U.N. official said. Officials from both 
sides spent the day isolating points on which they agreed and those which 
were still open to negotiation. Minutes of the discussions will be carried 
back lo Baghdad and to the U.N. headquarters in New York for 
consideration before the two sides meet again. No date or venue has hecn 
set for future talks. "At least an hour." a U.N. official said when asked 
how long the final session might last. It began at 7:10 p.m. (IM0 GMT). 
"We have to agree on the minutes and the points wc have to discuss. 
Sometimes you have to reopen things you thought were settled.'' the U.N. 
official said before going into the meeting. The talks, originally due to run 
for two days, were extended on Thursday for one more day. U.N 
Assistant Secretary-General Kofi Annan, leading the delegation from the 
world body, said on Thursday officials from the two sides would 
eventually be able reach a compromise on a resumption of Iraqi oil 
exports, but more talks would be necessary. 
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^an opens embassy 
Tajikistan 

y n, ^c4ICOSIA (R> — Iran has 
l < peoed sin embassy in Tajikistan, 
J^-Vie-only Fara-speaking republic 
the former Soviet Union, the 
°c Iranian news agency IRNA said 
*' B * ; I Friday- '.Deputy Foreign Minister 
? 3gs." k bbas Maleki opened the mis- 
, on on Thursday in Dushanbe, 
*CK$gppital of the newly independent 
j jpnblic in Central Asia which 
as no common borders with 
ran, it said. IRNA said on 
Vednesday two poets and a tradi- 
1 p 'i-' OBaI Iranian music band accom- 
* T; yarned Mr. Malelti to Dushanbe. 

• ~ ^fuslira Tajiks speak a form of 
ti'arsi, Iran's main language. 

- :c - ^.‘ehxan has opened an embassy in 
"■‘•'^‘nrkmenistan and upgraded its 
ur^saon in Azerbaijan to an 
: i-rabassy since last month as part 
-* i fits efforts to btrild up links with 
-"UiSfie six Muslim-populated former 
^itjOviet republics. 

: , tAorocc&n students 
-;^aHed for 20 years 

• ■ '-'lABAT (R) — A court in the 
- -•"'ortheast Moroccan town of Ou- 

1 r f - da jailed 11 Muslim activists for 
~ 0 years Friday for the gang 
J - - aurder of a leftist student, 

1 ■* iwyers said. The 11 students 
‘‘ .'ere also convicted of kidbnap- 
' -Jng, affray, violence and posses- 

• r— Tjog explosives during violent 
~ lashes between Muslim fun- 

■. _amentalists and leftists on the 
:• r: fohat&mad I University campus 
- ;ji Oujda last October and 
rjrJoveraber. The leftist student 
. v«s hacked to beath on Nov. 1. 

4 -■ even teen other students, from 
oth sides, were jailed for three 
ears each for assault, and coro- 
u. licity and die case of seven 
there, who were tried- in -their - 
bsence, was postponed. The 
pposing sides fought with 
B nives, bicycle chains and nait- 
. added clubs. Similar dashes 
~ * -enured at the university campus 

• i the central city of Fez. 

ioroner rejects 
Maxwell reports 

• - AS PALMAS, (R) — The 

• ,- jroner who carried out the first 

• ntopsy on media magnate 
obert Maxwell has rejected re- 
wts that a second post mortem 

• mod signs of beating. Carlos 
: . -,-opez de Lamela, director of the 
. 1 as Palmas Forensic Institute, 

,iU reporters he totally rejected 
. .^-^ay suggestion that Mr. Maxwell 
sd sustained injuries. “It seems 
tat they are talking about a 
jib iffereut' corpse, nobody could 

• ^iss a severe braising,” be said 
58 fv- r i Thursday. French magazine 
,-|c aris Match reported this week 
' tat a second autopsy, carried out 

. V Israel shortly before Mr. Max- 
ell was buried, found signs of 
' assive bleeding and beating. 

ladlo reports 
Remains of 2,000 
nearthed in 
‘ Ethiopia 

AIROBI (AP) — Skeletons of 
jnne 2,000 people massacred 
: Jring die 1978 red terror that 
. , Jnsolidated the power of 

• thiopia's ousted military dicta- 
‘ «■ have, been unearthed in cen- 

. -al Ethiopia, Addis Ababa 
.. _ ; .adio has reported. The state 
' dio said the remains were disco- 
. . ared during **760601 operations” 

> kilometres from Debre Zeit, a 
wn about 300 kilometres north 
Jf Addis Ababa, the capital. It 
d not say why people were 
ggmg in the area. The massacre 
place at two sites in Shews 
■ . . wince “during the red terror 
. -'jnpaign," the broadcast said. 

! ,iK 1974 revduation that ousted 
.. aperor Haile Selassie was fol- 
- *«d.by internal power struggles 

• deputes among the soldiers 
lo took power. 

• "xtend Kurds’ safe 

• wen, Archer urges 

: U-AHUDDIN, Iraq (R) — 

capping up a week-kmg tour of 
A lyuxSstan, British politician and 
£» ( iter Jeffrey Archer has called 
KaS^ r 80 extension of the Western- 
Macted “safe haven,” in north- 
^ i fraq to indude the key oil city 
^ .KirkuL Kurdish refugees from 
were living in terrible 
^.iditiotB and must be allowed 
60 beams withput fear of the 
'■ 7 yenucent, Mr.. Archer told 
_ -'-. uters. ‘"Appalling, simply 
; he called conditions 

•> r ’ Sayed. Safiq refugee camp, 

. .. ^'ere teas erf. thousands from 
tuk are stall squatting amid 
d and temporary shelters. 
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Delegates in Washington; Israel hints at ‘procedural’ compromise 


Combined agency dispatches 

AS ARAB DELEGATES ar- 
rived in Washington for the next 
round of bilteral talks with Israel 
at a breakthrough in a dispute 
that had blocked serious negotia- 
tions dmig the last round of talks. 

The negotiator, Eliakim 
Rubinstein, told reporters after 
talking on the telephone to 
Haidar Abdul Shall, the senior 
Palestinian delegate, that “we be- 
lieve we can soon finalise the 
procedural situation.” 

The Israeli cabinet secretary 
provided no details, but Israel is 
known to be working on a plan 
that would result in the formation 
of committees with only a token 
Jordanian representation. 

The last round of talks recessed 
on Dec. 17 in an unresolved 
dispute over whether the Palesti- 
nians would deal separately with 
Israel. 

The Palestinians are attending 
the negotiations as part of a joint 
delegation with Jordan. 

“We are going to try to meet 
on a two-track approach," Hanan 
Ashrawi, spokeswoman for the 
Palestinians, said. 

The arrival of the Palestinian 
and Jordanian delegates set the 
stage for the negotiations to re- 
sume. A senior Israeli diplomat, 
insisting on anonymity, said his 
side and the Palestinians both 


were willing to meet at the State 
Department on Sunday. 

Syrian and Lebanese delega- 
tions arrived Friday- 

All delegates to the peace talks 
have said they wanted to move away 
from procedural wrangling towards 
discussion of substantive issues. 

Abdul Salam Majali, the chief 
Jordanian negotiator, said in an arriv- 
al statement: 

“We are here to continue the 
efforts toward a just, comprehensive 
and durable peace, based on Interna- 
tional legitimacy as manifested in 
U.N. Security Council resolutions 242 
and 338. 

“We believe that the letters of 
invitations issued by the co-sponsors' 
as well as the undemanding which 
was reached after (U.S.) Secretary 
(of Stale James) Baker's eight visits 
to the Middle East clearly spell out 
that the negotiations shall proceed 
along two tracks, Paiestmian-Isracli 
track and Jordan ian-Israeli track. So 
this concept most be kept and not to 
be changed. Israel should display the 
goodwill necessary for the peace pro- 
cess to move forward. 

“We are here to wage peace. Acts 
of suppression, deportation, demoli- 
tion of bouses and bukUing of settle- 
ments make peace difficult to attain." 

Yossi Ben- Aharon, rap political 
adviser to Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir and the Jewish state's chief 
negotiator with Syria, told Israel 
Radio from Washington that Israeli 
delegates would wait at least until 
Wednesday for negotiations to re- 
sume. 

“We hope very much that the 


negotiations with the Jordanian- 

Palestinian side win enable us to enter 

a room and sit around a table, like we 
were supposed to at the start,” Mr. 
Ben-Aharon said. 

But he accused the Palestinians of 
trying to “recruit the Americans to 
exert pressure on us” by delaying 
their arrival. 

He added: “If die Arab partners 
would rid themselves of their illusions 
and euphoria ... there is a chance that 
we can move from the hallway to the 
room.” 

Dr. Abdul Shaft was quoted in an 
interview with the Hebron-languagc 
Hadashot newspaper as saying his 
team was eager to get talks under 
way. 

“We don’t want to be stuck on 
procedural issues.'' Dr. Abdul Shafi 
said. “We want to reach the substan- 
tive stage as quickly as possible. We 
will make every effort, and we hope 
the other side will do the same.” 

He said, however, that the Palesti- 
nians would continue to insist on 
negotiating with Israel separately 
from Jordan. 

“No one has the right to grant us or 
deny us our independent identity,” 
Dr. Abdul Shafi told the newspaper. 

Mr. Ben Aharon, in his interview, 
renewed Israel’s request to move the 
peace talks to the Middle East. Dr. 
Abdul Shafi said such a move was not 
practical unless progress was made in 
the negotiations. 

He suggested that the talks could 
be moved to Europe if the Israelis 
insisted on leaving Washington. 

Early Israeli election 

A minister dose to Mr. Shamir 


called on Friday for an early general 
election, a move that could stall 
Arab- Israeli peace talks. 

“1 think that for the sake of the 
country there is room to weigh very 
seriously early elections. I would adv- 
ance elections already to ... May or 
June.” Police Minister Ronni Milo 
said. Mr. Shamir must call an election 
before November. Critics say he 
could seize on opposition in his fragile 
coalition by ultra-rightist and reli- 
gious parties to the peace talks to 
advance a poll. 

The critics say Mr. Shamir's objec- 
tive is to stall the talks. 

Asked whether his call for early 
elections had Mr. Shamir's blessing. 
Mr. Milo told Israel Radio: 

“I don't know. He must be asked. 
But I have no doubt that everything 
that serves Israel, its bask interests 
and creates a positive atmosphere 
among the public will receive the 
support of die prime minister in the 
end.” 

Iran seeks role 

Iranian President Hashemi Rafsan- 
jani urged the United Nations on 
Friday to deal with Israel with the 
same resolve it displayed against Iraq 
in the Gulf war and force the Jewish 
state to revoke its decision to expel 
Palestinians. 

Addressing worshippers after noon 
prayers, Mr. Rafcanjani welcomed 
Monday's U-N. Security Council re- 
solution condemning Israel's derision 
to expel 12 Palestinian activists from 
the occupied territories. 

He said the resolution was “a posi- 
tive point, and we should thank them 


for ibis voting." 

Bui he noted: “You saw to what 
extent they (Security Council mem- 
bers) went in the case of Iraq” after 
its Aug. 2, 1990, invasion of Kuwait. 
“The same should apply to Israel.” he 
said. 

At stake, Mr. Rafsanjani added, 
was the credibility of the United 
Nations. If it failed to force Israel to 
revoke its decision, then it could no 
longer be trusted. 

In occupied Jerusalem, French 
Foreign Minister Roland Dumas, 
seeking to increase his country's role 
in Middle East peace talks, met 
Thursday with Israeli and Palestinian 
leaders. 

The Palestinians are seeking more 
French involvement, while Israel 
apparently wants to relegate France 
to a minor role. 

At a working meeting with Mr. 
Dumas, Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy played down any impor- 
tant role for France in the multilateral 
stage of Middle East talks, saying 
France would be limited to dealing 
with sub-committees on various 
Arab-Israeli projects. 

The multilateral talks are sche- 
duled to stan in late January to foster 
cooperation on such regional issues as 
water use and arms limitations. 

France and Israel strongly disagree 
over Middle East peace issues. 
France supports the establishment of 
a Palestinian state, an idea staunchly 
rejected by Israel's government. 

Diplomatic sources said Israel 
opposes increased French involve- 
ment in the peace process, mainly 
because of Mr. Dumas' dose ties with 

(Continued from page 5) 


State Department defends 
wording on occupied territory 


WASHINGTON (AP) — For 
two consecutive days, the U.S. 
State Department has found itself 
defending a statement it says it 
prefers not to debate — that 
Jerusalem, the West Bank and 
Gaza are Palestinian territories 
occupied by Israel. 

The wording was in the U.N. 
Security Council resolution 
unanimously adopted lost Mon- 
day condemning an Israeli expul- 
sion order against Palestinians 
from the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

Israel has complained about 
the phrasing to Washington, 
which helped draft the resolution. 

“The United States regards the 
phrase, 'all the Palestinian territories 
occupied by Israel since 1967, includ- 
ing Jerusalem,* as being merely de- 
mographically .... and geographically 
descriptive, and not indicative of 
sovereignty,” department spokes- 
woman Margaret Tutwiler asserted at 
Thursday's regular news briefing. 

“The United States believes that 
the final status of the occupied terri- 
tories is a matter for direct negotia- 
tions between the parties concerned, 
and we will not support any other 
alternative.” Ms. Tutwiler added. 

“This is not a new issue.” she said, 
maintaining that the United States 


had abstained or voted in favour of 
Security Council resolutions contain- 
ing i he questioned wording or similar 
phrasing about 20 times since 1979. 

Her office later circulated a list of fa 
resolutions with sucb wording. The 
United States had voted for six and 
abstained on 10. 

*T am noi going to open up and 
debate (his many years of longstand- 
ing United Slates policy. I'm just 
simply not going to do it.” Ms. 
Tutwiler said. “This is ... how we've 
consistently voted. And th3t is our 
standard explanation of vote, as was 
put in (U.S.) Ambassador Thomas 
Pickering's explanation of vote" to 
the council. 

She went on to say that “this is the 
phraseology that any number of 
administrations. Republican and 
Democrat, have used, it's my under- 
standing. since 1979. I am simply not 
going to engage in opening up analys- 
ing parts of long-standing United 
States policy. This is what' the lan- 
guage says. It's said it since •‘ T 9.” 

Asked specifically if it w.<* logical 
to separate sovereignly from de- 
mography and geography. Ms. Tut- 
wiler replied: “1 know that it would 
be really a lot of fun and entertaining 
for me to sit here and open up a 
debate that I bet was very, very 
contentious back in 1979 ... but it's 
one that I don't think from my posi- 
tion here would be very wise of me to 
engage." 


Israeli raid in Lebanon kills 12 Settlers scuffle with peace activists 


NA'AMEH, Lebanon (Agen- 
cies) — Twelve people including 
five women and .four, children, 
were killed on Friday when 
Israeli warplanes attacked 
Palestinian bases south of Beirut, 
security sources said. 

The planes bombed positions 
of the Popular Front for the 
liberation of Palestine-General 
Command (PFLP-GC) near 
Na’ameh, 15 kilometres south of 
Beirut, the sources said. 

But two rockets fired by the 
planes slammed into a nearby 
shanty town inhabited by be- 
douin, killing the five women and 
four children and wounding 10 
other people, some seriously, 
they added. 

Security sources said earlier 
that the Israeli planes, the first to 
strike in Lebanon this year, killed 
at least 12 Palestinian fighters and 
wounded 12. 

Palestinian sources said later 
that three guerrillas were killed 
and three were wounded in the 
raid. 

Witnesses said the planes des- 
troyed a house and two shacks 
made of coni gated iron and dam- 
aged several tents inside the shan- 
ty town. Shocked bedouin watch- 
ed Lebanese army soldiers, who 
control Na'ameb, inspecting the 
scene of the raid. 

“Why?” a bedouin man asked. 
“We are not military, we have 
nothing to do with all this.” 

The casualties were rushed to 
hospitals in Beirut and the moun- 
tains to the southeast, the secur- 
ity sources said. 


The Damascus-based PFLP- 
GC, a group opposed to the 
.peace policies -of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO), 
is led by Ahmad Jibril. Its bases 
around the village of Na’ameh 
have been a frequent target for 
Israeli warplanes and comman- 
dos. 

An Israeli army spokesman 
said: “Air force planes today at 
noontime attacked terrorist 
targets east of Damour... all 
targets were destroyed and all of 
our planes returned safely to their 
bases.” 

Damour is five kilometres 
south of Na’ameh. 

The Israeli spokesman said the 
targets were at a PFLP-GC base 
used at a staging post for attacks. 

Israeli warplanes struck at 
guerrillas bases in Lebanon more 
than 20 times last year, killing 35 
people and wounding 150. 

Israel says the bases were laun- 
ching pads for attacks on the 
Jewish state and its self- 
proclaimed “security zone” in 
South Lebanon. 

The last attack by planes was 
on Dec. 17 in the eastern Bekaa 
Valley and the targets were also 
PFLP-GC bases. Four people 
were wounded. 

The pro-Iranian Hizbollah 
'(Party of God) group said Israeli 
helicopter gun&hips shot dead one 
of its guerrillas in South Lebanon 
on Wednesday night. 

The helicopters fired on a num- 
ber of Hizbollah fighters near the 
village of Rasfaaf, on the edge of 
the “security zone” after the 


guerrillas ambushed an Israeli 
patrol in the area. 

It was not immediately dear 
what prompted Friday's attack. 
Israel normally sends its war- 
planes on bombing missions in 
Lebanon to avenge attacks 
against its soldiers of the allied 
South Lebanon Army (SLA). 

The Israelis and their Lebanese 
militia jointly partroi the “secur- 
ity zone” along the border. They 
are a frequent target of resistance 
fighters. 

On Thursday, the gunshot 
body of an Arab was found in 
South Lebanon by United Na- 
tions peacekeepers. Israel Radio 
said he had been killed in a 
confrontation with Israeli forces 
the day before. 

The planes struck as Israeli and 
Arab teams gathered in Washing- 
ton to resume peace talks on 
Sunday or Monday. 

The talks between Israel and 
Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and the 
Palestinians were originally plan- 
ned for last Tuesday. But they 
were delayed when the Arabs 
cancelled travel plans in response 
to Israel’s decision last week to 
expel 12 Palestinians from the 
occupied territories. 

The boycott ended after a U.N. 
.Security Council resolution con- 
demning the Israeli decision. The 
resolution adopted Monday with 
U.S. backing also called on Israel 
to cancel the expulsion decision, 
refrain for such moves in the 
future and allow the return of 67 
other Palestinians expelled in the 
past four years. 


OCCUPIED WEST BANK 
(Agencies) — Israeli peace activ- 
ists and residents of a Jewish 
settlement got into a scuffle Fri- 
day when the activists came to 
protest settler attacks on Palesti- 
nian villages. 

Dozens of members of the 
Peace Now movement entered 
the Beit Al settlement chanting 
slogans and flinging leaflets. 
Their noisy arrvial led to argu- 
ments and punches thrown on 
both sides. 

Angry settlers also attacked 
some journalists covering the de- 
monstration, but no injuries were 
reported. 

Peace Now spokesman Eran 
Hayet said the protest was against 
both settler attacks on Palesti- 
nians and government spending 
on the Jewish enclaves in the 
occupied territories. 

“The settlers are behaving like 
sheriffs of the territories," said 
Hayet. He added the government 
“does not come out against the 
settlers, they give them the back- 
ing to run wild.” 

In Arab East Jerusalem, mean- 
while, about 300 Palestinians held 
a rally to protest Israel’s plans to 
expel 12 men from the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 


Ama] Subban, wife of one of 
those ordered expelled, urged 
Palestinian delegates to peace 
talks in Washington to boycott 
the negotiations over the planned 
expulsions. 

“Our response to the expul- 
sions of 12 freedom fighters is the 
stopping of negotiations and the 
escalation of the intifada,” she 
said. 

Subban's husband, journalist 
Hussein Abdullah Subban, and 
the others accused of “anti-Israeli 
incitement” have appealed army 
orders to expel them. Palestinian 
negotiators already delayed arriv- 
ing in Washington to protest the 
expulsion orders. 

In Beit AI, Mr. Hayet said that 
residents of the settlement near 
the Palestinian town of Ramallah 
had carried out some attacks on 
Arabs. 

The peace activists said that the 
settler rampages were aimed at 
sabotaging the Washington talks. 

The demonstrators also de- 
• manded that tax money spent on 
the settlements be used instead to 
rehabilitate Israeli slums. 

Settler Nataniei Krauss 
charged that the peace activists' 
noisy protest disrupted prepara- 


tions for the sabbath starting at 
Sundown be Beil Al’s 350 fami- 
lies. 

“Instead they should sit down 
and have coffee with us so that 
they can break the image they 
have of settlers as fanatic," Mr. 
Krauss said. 

Peace activist Gabi Wexler 
countered: “I have no dialogue 
with these people. They are 
thieves. ... the government is 
subsidizing everything for them 
with my money.” 

Israel may get below $10 b 

Israel has resigned itself to 
getting less than the full $10 
billion in U.S. loan guarantees to 
fund immigration from the for- 
mer Soviet Union, Israeli news- 
papers said Fridayi. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir's office declined to comment 
on the reports which said Israel 
would accept $2 billion in loan 
guarantees for each of the next 
five years — minus what it in- 
vested in the occupied territories. 

“The compromise will be based 
on a proposal by Patrick Leahy ... 
to subtract the sum invested in 
the occupied territories from S2 


billion to be received each of the 
next five years," Haaretz news- 
paper said. 

Senator Leahy, a Democrat 
from the State of Vermont, i* 
chairman of the Senate Approp- 
riations Foreign Operations Sub- 
committee. 

The Jerusalem Post reported 
the S2 billion could be reduced to 
half to account for spending on 
settlement. 

The newspapers said Amcircan 
Jewish leaders had pressed Israel 
to accept a compromise and re- 
frain from lobbying for the loan 
guarantees in Congress to avert a 
head-on collision with Washing- 
ton. 

Congress is expected lo review 
Israel's request, postponed for 
120 days in October, at the end of 
this month or in early February. 

Israel sorely needs the guaran- 
tees. which cut the cost of bor- 
rowing. to settle about one mil- 
lion immigrants expected to ar- 
rive by the mid-1990s. Some 
400,000 have arrived since 19S9. 

Though Israel has sworn not to 
use U.S. aid to boost Jewish 
settlement. Washington is wary 
that it helps free other funds for 
use in the occupied territories. 


No sign of reported troop 
movements in Algeria 


Jalloud says allegations 
pretext for aggression 


Kohl worried about former 
Soviet nuclear arsenals 


BONN (Agencies) — Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl expressed Ger- 
many's deep concern about the 
fate of the former Soviet Union’s 
nuclear and chemical arsenals 
Friday and urged the new repub- 
lics to agree to further arms cuts. 

He told journalists Germany 
would aid members of the Com- 
monwealth of Independent States 
(CIS) but insisted they block nuc- 
lear and chemical arms know- 
how from spreading to other 
states. 

Bonn also wants them to agree 
to cuts in short-range nuclear 
weapons and conventional forces 
going beyond those agreed to by 
the former Soviet Union, he said. 

Mr. Kohl indirectly warned 
Ukraine against building up a 
large army by saying Bonn would 
have talks with any republic that 
planned armed forces larger than 
its 370,000-man Bundeswehr. 
Officials in Kiev have spoken of a 
400,000-man force. 

“I share the concern of many of 
our citizens about the enormous 
number of nuclear weapons on 
the territory of the former Soviet 
Union," Mr. Kohl said at a news 


conference reviewing Bonn's 
goals for the new year. 

“We expea that our new part- 
ners will ratify disarmament 
treaties that have already been 
signed and respect them strictly,” 
be said. 

“More disarmament steps, 
especially with short-range nuc- 
lear systems and conventional 
troop strengths, are needed. 

“Furthermore, everything 
must be done reliably to block the 
proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction, and that means not 
only nuclear arms but also che- 
mical weapons.” 

A newspaper reported Friday 
that Ukraine has refused to hand 
over thousands of tactical nodear 
weapons that it was to have trans- 
ferred to Russia. 

The European, an English- 
language weekety, based its re- 
port on unidentified sources in 
the North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nisation (NATO) and U.S. in- 
telligence. 

All nuclear weapons were in 
the process of being moved into 
Russian territory and the United 
States was pleased, the paper 


quoted the NATO source as 
saying. But then the transfer 
stopped, the source said. 

U.S. Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney said in London on Thurs- 
day the break-up of the Soviet 
Union had greatly increased the 
danger of nuclear, proliferation 
and the West might be powerless 
to prevent it happening. 

Diplomats in Bonn said Ger- 
many had urged NATO to form a 
working group that would help 
the CIS states destroy their short- 
range nodear weapons and nuc- 
lear artOieiy. 

“We have indications that 
some countries are interested in 
buying (these weapons),” one 
said. 

A Russian offiaal has said that 
Libya tried to hire two Russian 
experts for its nuclear program- 
me. The West fears that Tfarid 
World nations would try to lure 
nuclear experts from the col- 
lapsed Soviet Union. 

The two scientists turned down 
the jobs and $2,000-a-month 
salaries, but they migbt say yes if 

(Continued from page 5) 


ALGIERS (R) — A week ahead 
of a decisive second round of 
elections in Algeria, newspapers 
said the future is murkier than 
ever. Diplomatic sources said 
they had no evidence to back 
Islamist reports of large troop 
movements. 

Senior army officers were un- 
doubtedly divided over how to 
react to the electoral successes of 
the Islamic Salvation Front (FIS), 
one Western military source said. 
“But there are no signs that the 
azmy plans to intervene,” he 
added. 

Algiers has been awash with 
speculation that the armed forces 
might seek to prevent the FIS 
winning a parliamentary majority 
on Jan. 16. The fundamentalists 
party took 188 of the 232 seats 
decided in a first round on Dec. 
26. 

The FIS raised the stakes, on 
Wednesday when acting leader 
Abdul Kader Hachani said the 
armed forces had deployed in 
strength throughout the country 
and that the authorities were 
dragged their feet on the second 
round of voting. 

The newspaper Le Matin, re- 
flecting the mood of uncertainty, 
asked bluntly in a front-page 
headline on Thursday, “Will 
there be a second round? — All 
doubts are legitimate.” 

“It is no exaggeration to say 
‘that in the memory of Algeria, we 
have never seen or lived with a 


situation so full of uncertainties," 
said the independent Al Watan. 

Military leaders have never 
hidden their dislike for the fun- 
damentalists who plan io set up 
an Islamic state. Pledged to up- 
hold democracy and tire constitu- 
tion. many of them fear the FIS 
might destroy the very system 
through which it comes to power. 

“I'm sure there are many diffe- 
rent opinions within the armed 
forces — from some, perhaps a 
small group, for the FIS, to the 
other extreme,” said a diplomatic 
source. 

Action by a "maverick officer" 
could never be ruled out but 
there was no evidence to support 
speculation of a coup, he said. 

“I suspect Hachani was floating 
a ball loon, trying to see what the 
government reaction would be,” 
said another, adding that “wish- 
ful thinking for military interven- 
tion" appeared to come from 
those who had forecast that the 
former ruling National Liberation 
Front (FLN) would win the elec- 
tion. 

Diplomats and newspapers 
have said troops moved to posi- 
tions around the capital last 
Thursday, a week after the first 
round. 

“I'm sure these, and if there 
wore any other movements, were 
only precautionary like last time- 
when they were ready for any 

(Continued from page 5) 


ROME ( AP) — Libya’s second in 
command charged Friday the Un- 
ited States, Britain and France 
were trying to use the U.N. 
Security Council to legitimise a 
premeditated aggression against 
Libya. 

Major Abdul Salam Jalloud 
also argued the Security Council 
has no authority to interfere in a 
judicial case that does not involve 
the Libyan government but Li- 
byan citizens accused of bombing 
American and French jetliners. 

The United States, Britain and 
France want the Security Council 
to pressure Tripoli into extradit- 
ing Libyans charged with destruc- 
tion of Pan Am Right 103 over 
Lockerbie, Scotland, and a 
French UTA jet over Niger. 

“By taking the case to the 
Security Council they are trying 
to legitimise their premeditated 
aggression against us,” Maj. Jal- 
loud told a news conference. 

He said if the question re- 
mained one of law, Libya was 
willing to cooperate in search of a 
solution. But he said if the allega- 
tions were a pretext for aggres- 
sion, "Libya would resist with all 
its might and with all the might of 
the Islamic World in a holy war to 
defend itself.” 

"When you push even a little 
'country against the wall, at a 
certain point it loses its fear,” 
said Maj. Jalloud. 

The major, the most powerful 
man in Libya after Colonel 


Muammar Qadhafi. met with 
journalists on the third day of a 
trip to win support for Libya. He 
met with Pope John Paul earlier 
Friday and was in Algeria on 
Wednesday and Tunisia on 
Thursday. 

Maj. Jalloud said Libya prop- 
oses that a commission of interna- 
tionally recognised jurists ex- 
amine the accusations. He said 
the jurists could decide if the 
Security Council should be in- 
volved and could also rule on the 
seriousness and impartiality of 
the American. British and French 
investigations. 

The United Stales and Britain 
have charged two suspected Li- 
byan intelligence agents, Lamen 
Khalifa Fhiman and Abdul Bas- 
se! Ali AI Megrahi, with the Dec. 
21, 1988 bombing of Pan Am 103 
over Lockerbie, which killed 270 
people. 

France has charged four-high 
ranking Libyan officials, includ- 
ing Col, Qadhafi’s brother-in-law 
and a deputy foreign minister, 
with plotting the bombing. 

Libya has refusd extradite the 
suspects, saying they would not 
get a fair trial in the West. 

Maj. Jalloud said the United 
States, Britain and France have 
refused to show their evidence to 
Libyan investigators and rejected 
offers to send jurists and obser- 
vers to insure the Libyan inves- 

(Cotrtinued from page 5 ) 
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BERLIN (A?) — Former West 
Berman Ciauceilor Willy Brandt 
"sodcs ro coombme to Afghan 
jeacz efforts oy ihYiimg the conn- 
tv s various actions to a three- 
jay conference inter tins month. 
m organiser said Friday. 

Tire commanisr-styic govem- 
T.erii in Afghanistan has aireaov 
ixsotea t±ie invitation tor die 
aiks aimed ai seeking; ways to 
end toe i3-vear-oid emi war. 

vlr. Branrtt. well known for res 
itreniois to midge the gap be- 
rween noor nations and weaxzhy 
■?nes. aiso nas invited various 
Afghan rebel leaders and de- 
posed jus g Zaher Shah. 

3o far. me c o nfer e nce iron 
.'an. 27-29 has attracted lirde. 
.1 ouce in Germany, primarily be- 
-case Users was no formal 
insouncemea:. 

The Bonn government is not 
nvotveo with die* talks, a snoses- 
T'oman said. 

“'"he government nat ur a lly is 
riierestea in a settieman of the 
mnfdrt there, out this is not an 
initiative of the federal govern- 
.nent." :he SDokcswanzan added. 
inso rieg on anonymity. 

-Mr. 3 ran at. ±e honourary 
mairman of the iefdsr oriented 
Bocal Democratic Party, is axm- 
:oretr the conference along with 
'romment party memoer Hans- 
Ljsrgec Wiscimewskf ana z 
■jarry-corsroilcri foundation- 

■ T t’s not z oig peace coafer- 
~r.ee. 1 iaid. organiser Ruedgsr 
ZieiafL He said the conference 
=vas m-ntun a; " jiving the vanoas 
.Afghan groucs the opportunity to 
a-k to eacn omer and to talk 
ioc in now misgs might go in the 
future." 

"We boce taat an ability ro taik 
ue >, /e:ons teal contributes to some 
Tcssibie movement in the peace 
process, ’ ?4r. Bielaff aoded. We 
aid the tarn "'houid be a con- 
nbiroon ’ p. that direction. 

*/fr. Sieiaff said more man 40 



•yajy g S ramat. 


invitations had been seat out. la 
addition to the Afghan groans, 
the Unites States. Russia, Saudi 
.Arania anti Pakistan have been 
invited, to send observers- 
The eomere.'ice organiser de- 
crineg to say who has accepted 
me mv narin m and who has not. 

and ■cwn the e* »3r f fr i nww of Th«i- 

mils had not been, determined . 

Some people believe the con- 
ference. to be odd in the Bonn 
area, con id be a szjringnoara for 
broader. "J.N. -sponsored peace 

Ahhongn the various .Afghan 
factions cave haa indirect contact 
for yearn, they- have never met 
pub&dy. 

The governm ent of President 

Nanbtlilah arrwi f B j invrfa- 

fion and said it would send Prime 
Mariner Fade waft Khali cryar as 
its renresentatrve. 

”‘I d o n' t Hi ini r fhe < im i p nin .-v 

will Ena a way ant of xbc problem 
in two cr three days," - iaid Wader 
San , the cxvii aviation minister in 
Mr. Najfouil air's government. 
‘‘Bur the is sort of a test to see if 

Afghans irarr *TT tn wri w - at the 

SouS table. ' 


.Although ne has made no 

announcement, diplomatic 
sources said they also expect for- 
mer Afghan Mng Zaher Shah to 
attend die conference. 

The 77-year-oid former king 
was overthrown oy a cousin in 
1973 ana has oesn iiving in Italy 
ever since. More and more 
.Afghans see rim as the only 
person capsule of uniting the 
agnxntg racoons ana restoring 
peace to this war-devssiared 
country. 

.As of Taursoav. the dues mod- 
erate reoei leader Pir aayec 
Ahmad Gflani. Sibghatnyiiah 
Mo jadaddi and Nabs Mohamma- 
ai had cot said whether they 

WOUld arten ei . 

The four fjnnameni aii st rebel 
icacczs nave reoeaiediy reieceo. 
any talks with the Conner sang or 
■ nemn en or Mr. Nan mil la rf s gov- 
srcmec: or his Watan iHboie- 
•and) Partv ana have bromised to 
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U. 3 . satellite said 
Israel’s 
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ANKARA fR) — A U.S. envoy 
said or Friday an agreement to 
settle the longstanding Cyprus 
disaute was feasible in Vwo 
months if ail the parties saowee 

•.y ifltr.o- 

“ T Vrth goodwill ana hara work 
oc me parrot ail die parties in the 
course of the next two mo mbs or 
sc. ve ought to nave enough 
material and enougn narrowing 
at differences an key issues to 
move :owara a ?i>« 

nxgh-levei roeeang to rbiish the 
Cyprus issue.’’ Nelson Lsdsky 
told a news conference. 



-TUTv'ATj !R) — Plans to raise 
jovenanesst salaries, by 25 per 
jsnt will cost Kuwait air extra iOO 
mdiicn (sssjs iSl bilizooi a year, 
-usance r4Inisisc Nasser Abdniia. 
-J Rodhati was quoted as saying 
-riday. 

Sbeute Radian told the news- 
paper Sawz Al Kuwair the p:sn. 
■vcici: incudes increases in alio- 
vances for onldren and otter 
:cc:ai =veifere oayments. would 
K saomrttec shoriiT to the coor.- 
~i or TTumsters for approvaL 

linre U.S. -led forces arove 
me act of Kuwait last Feanuarv. 


Ruwaii cas spent about SZ billion 
in back nay for government em- 
ployees and compemaricg for 
people who stayed m the emirate 
awing the seven months af 
accanocau. 

.t also wrote off government 
~m 2 staie ancr coiBCggr loans 
worth S4.6 bilfion. Around S1'J5 
•tiilion was soenr on suonart for 
tuwjin laxmlies ^nr mn during 
the occaoanou- 

Kuwait is considering plans to 
waive eiectririiy and water bills 
worth 135 million dinars ($465 
million I . 


n gnnng . 

*3ie Moiahedeec rebels have 
oeen ngeting to overthrow oro- 
?4azxist gove rem era installed fol- 
lowing an April 1978 nriikary 
joep. 

The rsbeis were armea ana 
.Thancea by the United States. 
Sauai Araoiz. ana ocher sym- 
pathetic Aran states, whfle the 
Kabul government was suupartea 
ay the former Soviet Unkm. 

1 "Vasfainginn and Moscow saro- 
pea ail urinary support to their 
warring clients on Jan. L hopieg 
to encourage them to sit down 
together ana negotiate a peaceful 
iettJemeni- 

Tbe Unitsd Nations has prop- 
oses a rive-oomt plan as the 
framewcTK tor a settlement, j 
mils far the cataff af weapons to 
ail sides and a ceasefire muowee 
jy wide-ranging talks that annd 
Tonn a neatrat. tran w r in n govern- 
ment to oversee ^w ri i n n 

A U-N. envov oa Afghanistan 
oians to bold m eetings n~r week 
aa brief ozficais an the avu war 
ana discuss, u r osnects ror U.N.- 
mediaied talks, a spokeswoman 
said Thnzsazy. 

"J.N. Representtive Benon 
Seven is scnedsJed to strive in 
New York on Mo naay and meet 
later in the week with Secretary- 
General Boutros Gfaaii and 
others, said: U.N. spokes woman 
Nadia. Yoones- 

Tbe United Naricns last year 
orierea to organise talks between 
the Safani government ana the 
re n d s A Pakistani n ewspa p er, 
the Nation, resorted rhat taikc 
womdbegm in late February, but 
Ms. Youces said there were no 
umnedizte plans. 

Hopes for the U.N. talks were 
raised Thursday after Presrdent 
NajiouUah accepted the invita- 
tion tor the oroposeo c onferen c e 
on Bonn. 


?dr. Leosky, the State Depart- i 
meat's Cyprus coo r d in ator, said a i 
draft accord co aid be signed at I 
U-N- be ac a ezn er s m New York j 
by Turkey, G r e ec e ana the Greer i 
ana Tarkaii Cypnoc cotamam- i 
des. 

"There is no aeaaiise. no i 
timetable, no pres sur e, nut I I 
think the amount of wars, to be i 
ions can oc done in a couple of I 
month’s rime.” he aoded. 

Turkish offioais have said little I 
daring Mr. Ledsky's vist. 

3n Wednesday roraga Minis- i 
ter HDanet Cede «»a Turkish 1 
ao a Greex Cjpriots wouiri have : 
to mace the ffnai destsou on any | 
soiurioc. but encouragement j 
horn Greece. Turkey, the United j 
States and other interested coon- i 
pies wouid be ariofni. 

1st year zee United Nations i 
was unaoie to convene a four-wav ; 
sum mir nrst jionosea bv Prest— i 
dent Turgot Ozai. 

?/lr. leosky. in Ankara since i 
Wednesday for calks witn Mr. i 
Cetin. Prime r/Cnisrer Sdeyman ; 
Demzrei ana oppastdoir leaders, i 
is due to meet Greek aadT'rrkish ) 
Cypriot leaders m Nicosia horn I 
Samroav. He will then go to i 
Athens. 

_'t is bis nrst rouna of Cyprus | 
talks sines Mr. Denmei's coaaf-j 
Cion go v e rnm ent Took office in i 
November. 

Typrcs. oas been divided into I 
Turkish ana Greex pans since i 
1974. wnen Turkish trooos toot 1 
the northern third after a coup in i 
Nicosia engineered bv me mint- 1 
ary junta then ruling G reece . 

Mr. Leaner' said be was trying | 
to assist the U.N.-soonsorea aro - 1 
cess-, now supervisee by the wand I 
body's new secretary general. | 
Boutros Ghaii. 

“Our goal is a ot-zocai. bi-i 
communal fe derail on ;n wtdeh. ) 
lie comm unities would be coiiti- i 
caily equal.-— a federation much I 
eacn community wouid accetn j 
through separate referenda,” be j 
said. 


ANKARA fR) — An Iraqi Kur- 
dish rebel leader has me: Turkish 
Foreign Minister HDanet Cerin. 
res tacin g conons interrupted by 
a row over Turkish raids into 
Iraq. 

ohsea DizaL a senior Ouiciai 
of rae Kimash Democratic Patty 
-TOPj, gave Me. Cerin a message 
irom SDP leaner Masouo Ba n a- 
m gna said a KDP pertnanenr 
representative would return to 
Ankara. 

Mr. 3aczznL sara^a by a 
series ox Turkish cross-boraer 
attacks aimed at Turkish separat- 
ist rebel 'Caros operating from 
n o rt he rn irao, withdrew m& rep- 
resentative. Sivamana Sazraa, m 
October. 

:&z. DizaL quoad by Anato- 
lian news agency, said rite KDP 
wanted to maintain friendshiD be- 
tween Turkey and Iraad Karas. 

Mr. 3arg»ni had accused Tur- 
key of knHnir gv inans mrririqr us 
cross-ooroer strikes. Ankara, de- 
raed the- cnar^s. 
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banon moves to silence mslitia-nm media 
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3y Rcdejsca gwiaam 
Tie Assodated Press 


BEIRUT — The govem- 
r.er.: aas given Jnvatdy owned 
eievisior. stacons a month to 
egriir.be their broadcast ocera- 
~rOns or face seing scut down. 

The mrinet decison Thurscay 
vas aoparendy aesignea to cur- 
mi miiria inficence as President 
Bliss -Brawi's government strug- 
gles : j restore peace to a counti y 
tssniy “acrorefl by the i97S-1990 
xvii war. 

'>iost rrn'j rin nave crisbanded 
jg F.auced over their weapons to 
■he army unoer an Aran League- 
3roxsnea T?eace pian. But their 
oarent oonticai factions remain 
rmucr.tiai and mast are at odds 
vizi: Mr. Hrawrs arnnhascraaon 
o one degree or another. 

Trivaier* owned radio stations, 
vccau i tapis a as yet to oe ceter- 
7i:uea. .meroreted the govern - 
zsm jedsiac as an attempt ic 
mnose censorsnip os newscasts 
7To»iaed by the commercial tele- 

tsicn s iaaoia in 3 country that 


traditionally has boasted a free 
press- Tsese are mostly owneo by 
political groups. 

* As of Friday monsng. anyone 
seering to ooerats a *, 1 ‘I'uii^ 1 u-" 
teicviscxi station shamd apply for 
2 issues within: one month-' 
Information Minister Albert 
Maasoixr annouacea after a 
night caoiue: session Thursaay. 

made to Tele-Unan. the state-run 
we*/tsion station wnich he said 
iioids as excursive b ioadc a s t i n g 
Tascaise unhl the vear 1.012. 

Tiber st ar i ons “ire c penning 
an oe rsco basis.” ?Ar. fAzmovzr 
-erirL ‘They are in«»ga< and their 
broadcasts are ill egal- ” 

He aoded: "They're required 
to apply for coounercsu. licences, 
"i they dorit. tbeyH he ciosec." 

■ According to gov ernm ent sta- 
cistics. 45 TV staPans crave bees 
launched since the evii war 
erupted in Aoni 1975. There are 
154 radio stations. 

Mr. Massour *b«« the cabinet 
has set apacommiilee.to propose 
vays of rer uiaring the. raaro sca- 


Snro. 

Askea if these stations will be 
allowed to broadcast news if com- 
mercial licences were approved. 
Mr. Mansonr replied: “‘We’U see 
-moot that, " 


Voice of rbe People, the Com- 
rnonisi Party radio station, 
juotea unaameri officiai socrces 
Friday as saying the government 
otazs. to resmez. TV news to Tele- 
~ihan. 


“Is this an mtrodnctxm to cen— 
HJisuip. to naif tenons on free- 
dom of the cress?” a radio com- 
nemafor remarked. 

"The cabinet's decision raises 
yprow doubts aooor fate az* 
freed anis and democracy in 
Lebanon.” 

The, decision appeared to 
rarget mai niy rhe Lebanese 
3ixraacasnng. Corooraoon iLBG 
met Al Mashrik Tdeviskm — (be 


Ttograsnnmgaauy. was tauncnea l 
n 1982 by the Lebanese Forces, j 
:he Christians raaw militia i 
■acmraated by Maromte Catho- i 
ics. 

Al Mashrex. was rounded in i 
1989 ana is operatea by leftist ana 1 
)/losiim groups . 

Mcraiiisg L3C ana Al Mashrex i 
vocals strip the main Lebanese i 
iroras of their main oropagsoaa | 
nshets. 

Hie other T/ stations arc own- i 
xa by smaller po i tt i cai Sacaons. or i 
rasmess tycoons with oonticai I 
jsoirarions. These operate for six i 
:o seven nours a day ana screen i 
ratemanonai oro grammes and 1 
Kicamantaries. our nor news. 


Turkey nas vowed lo repeat j 
mtarks on the S* > P?r a rT<f FCrrr rrkfi j 

Workers Party (P!QDm northern l 
Irao if necessary. 

More ma n 330 0 peooie nave | 
died in the FKK's eight-year-old j 
struggle for an independent j 
in southeast Tdrkey. 

Ankara, shunned Ifaot Knr ctsfa I 
rebels naif a mulkm Knros i 
fled to its borders from the. Iraqi ] 
army last Aord after a Kunrish I 
rebel lion which followed the Gulf ( 
war. 

It has since ocgnn a aialogne j 
with the KDP ana another pig i 

Ira ni STnrmdi g Tlffmila gi rmn Jai— | 

Hi Talahani's Patriotic Unkm or ] 
Kurchstap. ft has aiso »*n7 jerief I 
snap lies ro northern Iraq. 

Kur msh reoek have decided to 1 
reject the Iraqi government s j 
latest ms for lifting die blocs- j 
sde :z imoosea on Kurdistan 10 I 
weexs ago. a ^nrriish leader. , 

The Karos say the government I 
has offered ro rift the blockade if | 
die reoeis let Iraqi mintary anti 
security personnel back to reoei- I 
held, t erritory . 

‘We are rejecting :tj* ‘ 
Mahaaoaa Q snm . cnamnan or | 
the Kurdistan Sodaust Party J 
1K3PK sad after a meeting of tfae»^ 
Kumistaz: Front in the town of j 
Khairfen. Tt is unameptaole.” 1 

The Kuraistan trout, an | 
alliance of eight poriricai parties | 
oactedby gnemila armies, ft ruc- I 
tions as ike as faaa govermnenr j 
in northern iraa. 

3aghtiari incermpiea fuel ana I 
fooa strap lies to Kurdistan ana I 
cat off the salaries of government I 
enroiovess mere m iate GcfioOer. | 
aoparenzly in an attemor to win j 
Kuraish assent to a draft anton- I 
ornv agreement. 

Karos queue for aays to get \ 
petrol and many oousenolds are I 
without kerosene for nearing in 
the ceao of winter. Some families 
are doing without meat ana milk 
because food prices nave mare 
than oouofed. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
;A?) — The U.S. g ovem- 

meHt 5 monitonng Jewnts 
ietriememconstracncn in the 
occupied territories by spy 
-arpiifre because Israel is not 
rjrovKnng tte thfonsODOsi, si 
iiaeii newspaper reposted 

Friday . __ 

-tmt fiafa on acithlBSIliri 

vd be gneeri in the rc ee t P C d' 
watg on Israel's request for 
510 billion in. U.S. lom 
jczramees and in M&Me 
p^»rg talks. 

The satellite oictiscs show 
-hat construcrion is the accn- 
raed West 3ank and Gaza 
T nrn more than ooahht a 
199i. comiwren to the pre- 
vious year, the STwaienr dady 
repotted. 

' /Taring U.S. Senator HxS 
Tramm was. quoted Friday as 
sav m g that if rtifr » » 
pace pereistsv Pre sid ent 
George Bush wul nor approve 
±e guarantees, rikejy meag- 
ng Congress wifi, doc pass 
them. _ 

Tve known Georgs. Buds 
for 25 years, and there s no 
soojecr he fees mese ada- 
mant about than, settte- 
aeatsT' Mr-. Gramm, atofM 
Kenubhcan. toid die iesa- 
raiero Post. 

U.S. policy is that the sec- 
'i™«iw berift an the fares 

-hat- fgawf genca fit fa* 196T 
Middle East wmr are as 
rbstaoe to peace The Uis- 


nut off consideration 
for four nwHiriv* at the re- 
lyenr of Mr. 3nSC. TftKX 
reared mseg die issoe these 
rooid irip^ - Mklem peace 
Trtb. 

The US. gaaramcoL wouid 

.icio Israel bojrow uautucy SSL 

favouraoie rates ro cdp 
absorb amass wave ot Jewtsxr 
: iwtwwfiants. hum SKEC 
So veit Unkm. 

Oi rr nifiici* 3CQX^ 

gqnsiMted by the Ammcaas 
is to oednee the money Israel 
r | if i y^. per year on sehte- 
•nfiiR in the. accnsEd terri- 
: ori es n an the annua* SZ 
•wTKnw isstaUmem of the loan 
^naiHiHees, israed newtsp- 
srs teourre dL 

Jberai Esraen tegriators. 

■iriiw niiiKiny piiniiury OOCT— 

n e na . raid this uect that 
■bw w D cceamer 1996. Israel 
rear hwitr mot e than 19,000 
Tnniang nnit& OB 

lad for 5TL5 i^ba. 

The iimwiTr wmkriy re— 
hbes to gve tyir« cm cars- 
■ji'mtiiw in the, ocairhm ter- 


Zeer ScfcsS . ic«f tnxrr rarikt 

?rid»r. 

When ssasea astxer dfe 

-arei iitg moaitOflfo}, Ihc 
sooKesman for :he U.S. 
e mbas sy m Tel Amv, Cad' 
Tte. raid: >n Ve dtr h« co» 

ubs ca mteafigHice sik- 



:ted States b acks UJN. sd- 
aoiutiocs eatling for the re- 
nzzii or ocamtea iff ci- 
aangg tor peace. 

jsraei askea fbrtteegireaQ- 
lees in Sqxcuiuu, but Con— 


titoncs. h&sntey B P n ‘ a * qffa,t 

.^hain did nnr I' ftra i w 

-denheme messages Friday . 

T Tjm w r oirf the Amw - 

fcaas used sawdlftn* after 
rinwei (fid not oo op e ra ie os~ 
3srite assmsoces- it would oro- 
ride figur es on new settle- 
aents. The oranzaes were 
rasas, when Washington 
warnwi Slffi BniBm in foan 
aiman l H Bt last. ¥C8T. 

‘The satellite pictures 
an w e font the canszructian 

is m/H c than ' miuii iL*ri ” *he 

writer or the Haarete amde. 
respected mintary writer 


Yosat Ahrmetr. a J®ofo»- 
icn for Prune Messes' Yit- 
■•hair Skamr. said he ffld not 

Lijm .* about satcAt IMA 
lights. He acried She Crated 
•Va*M ssoufo '*:efy os tee 
a roacse sv .sir. jharor that 
Here is no .«jn uii biriiding 
-jwmi ri ' 'a me pga m ed 

Mr . .-.himetr ac ksow- 
edgea rim the figte for tee 
can gnarstTSB caeid be 
■ miwi . iB Ve knew she presi- 
dent is eareouv ayma t set* 
.temenrs. ' ~c tetd rite 
cress- 

■‘We are cot baxzpy afrar 
foe possible linkage of pott- 
i im> zlCtoaes 300 hnmaima- 
rian cssistance.” Mr. 
Ahhneir eroded. 

Israeri newspapers bbsk 
rtsar it die irwiftiri 
States re ruses the roan 
gna r ante es or outs s mamet 
m them. ;t could harm 
Israel's overad tscramaty. 

* An oven xocr of as- 
confidence oy the Bnaterehre- 
fostration. one our rtsson- 
loiclcrexdt) rcsixtaiBSiiBgS 
Bagpear. ’ vrote analyst 
.Andre Lcmonuo-ui zteiee- 
aiw»i Post. ■Tmparr i ™ *™* 
tiiyr become axfllcplt to 
:majc. vith i upganat 
affesns chi Pie :evca of ccoao- 
•jDc ae n virv. ' 
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Eight we^s on, no 
sight to Somalia's 



MOGADISHU JR) — Vicgmx 
riaw fenamg in Ssnsiisls nztoccfc 

caprtai AfngSKltutni SBOMC.DD w gn 
nr flhutinir ti wnir^ hiijy nwiwil'M * 


me to end eight weeks of car- 
cage. 

A Renter ' r epo rt e r who visited 

the cuv on Wednesday said 
an oa til e d hospital staff were ns- 
tng ceariy a. tonne of inf i jiw.nonx 
fluid a day to rave injured civi- 
fi an t from dying. 

”Ve can't ettmats what the 
mortalities are. because <*>riling 
kills most of them in t h e ir 
bouses, ' raid Abdnihmi Sbedfo 
Husseizc. who runs s naicsniS: 
hosnnaL 

Up to 20.000 peopie have been 
kflfed or wounded since a. power 
struggle between nvai dan wm- 
lords jufobagmas Bran Aideed 
ana .Ali Mzbdz Mohammad 


■jatinw but llirii " ^rti^nijiR to 
hrux^che^ warring grasps lo^echer 
haver raiietf. 7 

3adt wfea cij ii if they axe in 
favour of aceasemetmtoiriy Mr. 
cAfi RAhdi hacte the opdmz of an 

that orami g u a ug relief aueia.- 
iisas to the oev astate d cry. 

-*We weutdlree to assist a UN. 
lat er v c arliu n and wared not be 
jwainut any eo uflti v 
Gonugis to restore onier, ' Mr 
•Afi Mahdi tofcfc l ax a tax hz ins 
northern Eaxmi dhtriet heap- 

/HTMTfffl i 

'Gen. .Airfeesf sake from ms 
■TO orig in rid near the airuurt zn the 
'iiwfii or llm axyr "Tbreagn m— 
texveuxxaa wifi not solve the 
sireaay uuuiiiiiMted' sizcatkna. in 
Sonmio. csstr wul conroticate it 


'4c relief faaa bos- ressned 
vfogamsbc smes the ngfeing ne- 
-pa sne -iregicai stazf say am- 
3u nation s zueaov severe. 

2ver twe tnoEdn. a^x the UN. 
sriesa tec that +.5 axuSrec^nopte 
races food so m urge s sad-dts: 
notrcnng Geatcs. worod be.atcrg- 
role nmeas secsxny was im&Rxvca. 
lu 'aLcw as mbaikm of react. 

Mr. .Ali Mskds. a- wealthy 
nMme«ii*aii aeodsdiD PEOteaua 
-Irimseif inr/«ff»n presreeuc rite 
I'dr. Siad Baxre fled to las home 
rrea near the Sesyna txudex. 

Ten . .Aideea. fonnec y USC ■ 
mi litary ro mmanaer. rfofected _ 


* 


ermneatma vtoienaean Nov. 17. 

-inro H i u uii mk i ns and apexa- 
tions to mei.ri bodies tun. dv 
bullets ptht s hrapn e l are ufle u 
condnctea on blaodsaaiced. 
floors. 

■Jo maize, as imnavexishea 


inoie We me ante to solve oar 
own omolenfiT 

UN. caife for a trace nave 
H 114^*1 for the fli yiumiifm 
or A&haa Ubhy and. the Aran 


two maj or' stations competing 
virh Teie-liban wnich broadcasts 


for omy seven nouzs a any. 

LB CL vnich has the oldest 
juflience with its 16 hoots C3 


Mr. PdatSiOur said Prime wGnjs- i 
er Omar wmrwt an our— { 

right snntdown of oil private : 
mdio ana TV sranons. nut that I 
'dr. 5€rawi was nesimm. 

In audition to the TV ana mean i 
jzaaons. ^ebanon oas 15 daily 1 
jews papas ana 17 weetriy too- i 
i c a non s wnich re deer ail shades i 
of riiougnt m tee Middle oast. . 


The actonomv negotiations oe- I 
gan soon after me Kurdish reoei- | 
lion cmlaosea last year. They ( 
have oeen stalled: for mnnft K j 
■recause the Kurds, ana the gov- j 
ernmenr dtagres on' terraory ana 1 
security arrangements. i 

7be Kurdistan Front wifi meet l 
again, on Sonaay to oe c i ae an the | 
e xact warning or' its rejection. | 
from OE&dais said. 

Knnssh leaders will spend the i 
rest of ~his weex wording on a I 
programme to hein northern. | 
Irao s four million Kurds cope | 
with the ericas at tee rriockaae. j 
they aeded. 

Iraq mysteriously withdrew I 
troops irom large swathes of Kur- | 
aistac. memding the xey dries of 
Broil and Gniaiinaihyafcu in late \ 
October. As a result, most of | 
Kuraistan is controlled by Karos, i 


Hffln of Africa nalioii. p n u ig pi r 
into Anarozy a year ago w hen. 
guerrillas ousted dictator 
M bhanmn g Sad Bane, bat then 

vQXTKSZ. miitAiy tO faming with 
eac n . o t he r: 

It has no w viztuafiy collapsed 
as a st ate , carved op into irfaj. 
territories. 

jienerai Aid w fx F&hr Ga i k 
dan and Mr. Ali Mzhcfi’s Abgai 
grbnp nave graobed coitfiiii of 
tafer em secxkxos. m the. catiixat 
Hghtnzg pjacu m a. maze of 
sneer s in tee hafiAfestniyed: cify 
centre, once an Htlraiive mix. of 

r /align anH Anm p qi i t B nn ^ 

Ifomcafiy', the two groans be- 
long to the same Hasme rather 
dan whose United Somaii Cds- 
gressiUSO enaedMr.^dHagr- 
te’s 21-year ruie. • 

Sevenri other iteuha i ffewiye 
sun-dans nave fad»n cou trat af 
ihg aapazt, tte port. and. a-radHi 


But paihkai uuiyux say prop— 
asafeto send, izr £ peacc-keeniiig 
Slice case no cnaxn of being 
amgpfed until s fpjwnTu* q fo. 
mace. ' ritef ccmote. 

Tbeooufficghauyuaantcifthe 


•anarch' control arm armed, 
gangs* Of yimrliBi niffl cm itfat a 
naxoatic niuut- 7 tiani fhg city's 

Tnhfcri&ffied streets, to kmc and 
•rill iwiiiiwa off rival dans. 

“•Arm, axe in ihtr *iaiiwk of 
enSdreu. These wemKKct need to 
be cai l eu e d and we ranrnv cfo 
tezs tehut naemrional behx," 

ran t Mr AKr Mftrti 

T JJL special envoy - r »tw< 
■I br C Bt failed: to bmhraiwwwii, 
. rari i ig , a pea ce missinir last 


teat tee move was a^awa a deal 
Willi other azm-Sad Baste guer - 
'ifla gro aus- 

Uie aisome auicMy aegener- 
ned in ro a snspte paagMt ngge 
znspheatea by cc nngic s -flid 
dood fesas. 

The Mnfa ri az gsaups> 

tear have straggled to !»«■»«« - 

ilUluiiM-atTOTy a mwraiir y. ffr fi f fjffp- , 

k have naa to cat fo« ar t iaac j . 
operations oecauseaz the fightreg--; 
me say tesy m rit DzoaecouDL . 

.An International Rod Crow., 
idegaie was inrit awi i& Mag^ - . 
■izsfah. last month a r fa a UN-- . 
aoa or was. aumai down m. tee .- 
normem txnr of 3otEsasa rfe 


3ri2ai2i niMi y , food aal 


The British gove 


gDD-me daily race, the ca w ta i 
anoe: at eaotkr i lufiair Qeeazx ant 

TBousanos of czty residents 

base ifed. to mat areas where 
foey ace tadywetecd ami feg « ^ 
Jts a s raaau azutdaerae. 


- i '-— ■yjyy.r Iimx.iti- u« 

it would provide £2 7- mflBoa 
<S^~l mfl5da> to new food, sid e 
■a amafi a. and aifarf m famn^i 
K> cocroeraife wdtz rdk 
■varsers over djsmbntKjH- 
"Tbe cross izt Samaria is cte 
Overseas ESe v e a g mMie B 
ifirasier Lynaa. Chaflcer said m t 
<=xaremrnr 'Tvfore. than ftmi 1 mu 
'Sou pea oie aae az rime." 

Tt n imoezaxfve that ajtSmri 
;*£io uiia coopeuue tnilv wah. re fe 
■yoncers in getting, this azt 
to. three ia. ue qi." ste 
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eye-catching donation 

i ■— Chief Chamberlain Prince 
Ra’ad. Ben Zeid, who is also 
the-. president of the Jordan 
Eye Bank, Thursday conveyed 
the condolences of His Majesty 
King Hussein to Al Suweileh 
family Over the death of Adel 
Boukjs Sweileh, who donated 
his two corneas prior to bis 
death to the Eye Bank. 

The late Mr. Suweileh's 


donation of his corneas has 
restored sight to 19-year-okT 
Oday Obeidat and 24-year-old 
Yehya Kuteisbat, who both 
underwent the cornea trans- 
plant at the University of Jor- 
dan this week. 

Prince Ra'ad also conveyed 
the King's condolences to the 
Aba Ghazaleh family over the 
death of Mashkoura Hazem 
Abu Ghazaleh, who also don- 


ated her corneas to the bank. 

Ms. Mashkonra’s cornea will 
be transplanted to a 12-year- 
old girl Sunday at the Universi- 
ty Hospital. 

Prince Ra'ad lauded both 
the Suwefleh and Abu Gazaleh 
families for their generous con- 
tribution, saying that it reflects 
their sense of true belonging to 
this nation and their humanity. 

“Through your contribu- 
tions you have given practical 


evidence on the solidarity of 
our one Jordanian family in the 
bad times as well as the good 
tunes," Prince Ra'ad said. 

He pointed out that there 
are some 1,000 citizens waiting 
to receive corneas. He noted 
that legal fatwas (rulings) were 
issued allowing the donation of 
organs to help save others. The 
donation of corneas is consi- 
dered as a running alms tax, he 


said. 

He added that more than 10 
families have donated corneas 
during 1991 and that 20 people 
bene fitted from these corneas. 

The Sweileb and Abu Gha- 
zaleh families voiced apprecia- 
tion to the King, who was the 
fust to promise to donate his 
corneas. Prince Ra’ad then vi- 
sited the patients who under- 
went the cornea transplants. 




Photo competition entries on 
display at British Council 
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By Jean-Claude EHas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The British 
Council is displaying the re- 
sults of an amateur photo com- 
petition in which more than 
100 people participated. 

The entries had to be related 
to three different categories: 
Glimpses of Jordan, People 
and a special category for 
young photographers under 
17. 

According to the members 
of the jury, the overall quality 
of the photographs was very 
high on both the technical and 
artistic levels. 

A stunning portrait of a 
woman m a Jordanian black 
dress, taken by Jacqueline 
Vender Velde, a Royal Jorda- 
nian hostess, was chosen the 
"Best Picture in Competition". 

The carefully selected jury 
was PeterJElobmson, a profes- 
sional illustrator currently- 
working with the British Coun- 
cil, Jane Taylor —whose book 
“High Over Jordan” is veijr 
well known — and Adib' 
Azwan, a talented Jordanian 
photographer who had his own 
exhibition in November at the 
British Conndl. 

Among the displayed ptaoto- 


were very in te resing 
views of Jordan which covered 
a broad range. They include a 
Petra Treasury shot from a yet 
unexplored angle — yes it’s 
still possible — to group of 
camels and boats in Aqaba. A 
picture of illuminated shops at 
night against a hill in the back- 
ground and a marketplace with 
numerous boxes of colourful 
vegetables and fruits received 
special mentions. 

The number of photographs 
in the competition — about 
200 — ‘ was “extremely en- 
couraging and almost came as 
a surprise." said Ruth Hill 
from the British Council. 

Miles Roddis, director of the 
Co until, said that the response 
‘from the photographers will 
most likely lead to more simi- 
lar events in 1992 and years to 
come. 

The interest shown by 
amateur photographers is cer- 
tainly a result of the wide- 
spread availability and usage of 
quality equipment and special- 
ised British and American 
photo magazines through 
which amateurs learn and en- 
joy what has become a major 
ait. All the photographs are on 
display at the British Council 
and can be seen until Jan. 13, 
1992. 


Polish, Jordanian officials review 
economic, social and political ties 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Polish Depu- 
ty Foreign Minister Jan Majewski 
Friday concluded a three-day visit 
to Jordan and Sew to Bahrain on 
the second leg of his current tour 
of the region. 

Apart from developments in 
the Middle East and eastern 
Europe. Mr. Majewski's discus- 
sions with Jo rdanian officials co- 
vered mainly trade relations and 
ways to promote economic coop- 
eration. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said that the Polish official 
had a meeting in Amman Thurs- 
day with Minis ter of Industry and 
Trade Abdullah Ensour to dis- 
cuss trade. He expressed his gov- 
ernment's keenness to join Jor- 
dan in launching development 
schemes in the Kingdom. 

Dr. Ensour was quoted by Pet- 
ra as saying that Jordan has called 
for an early meeting by the joint 
Jordanian-Polish committee to 
coordinate the flow of trade be- 
tween Poland and Jordan. The 
minister stressed Jordan's desire 
for establishing trade centres for 
the two countries in Warsaw and 
Amman and to participate in 
joint track exhibitions. 

Also Thursday, Mr. Majewski 
had a meeting with Minister of 


Planning Ziyad Faria with whom 
he discussed matters related to 
the adjustment of the balance of 
trade between Poland and Jor- 
dan, which is now in favour of 
Poland. 

Dr. Fariz urged the Polish offi- 
cial to ensure more exports of 
Jordanian products to his country 
to achieve this goal. Dr. Fariz 
also briefed Mr. Majewski on foe 
economic situation in Jordan, 
prospects for investments and the 
role of the country’s private sec- 
tor. 

Dr. Fariz said that Jordan was 
struggling to cope with adverse 
effects to the national economy 
caused by the return to Jordan of 
300,000 Jordanian and Palesti- 
nian expatriates from the Gulf 
region. 

Mr. Majewski said that Poland 
was willing to rdise the level of 
trade exchanges and bolster eco- 
nomic ties with the Kingdom. 

Mr. Majewski and his accom- 
panying delegation Thursday met 
Dr. Husni Shiyab, chairman of 
the Lower House's Foreign 
Affairs Committee, and several 
House members to exchange 
views about the recent political 
developments in Poland and the 
Arab-Israelr conflict. 


Dr. Shiyab told the guests that 
Jordan was keen on promoting 
cooperation with Poland for the 
sake of achieving a just and dur- 
able peace in the Middle East. He 
also briefed the Polish officials on 
the adverse effects on Jordan 
resulting from the current econo- 
mic blockade on Iraq and the 
Gulf crisis. 

Mr. Majewski said that his 
country believes that the Middle 
East question should be settled 
on the basis on U.N. Security 
Council resolutions 242 and 338, 
which guarantee the legitimate 
rights of the Palestinian people. 
Poland, he said, was willing to 
host the peace conference in 
Warsaw and take constructive 
steps to make the negotiations 
successful. 

Issues related to the democra- 
tic process in Poland and Jordan 
were also reviewed at the meet- 
ing. held at the Parliament build- 
ing. 

Mr. Majewski and his delega- 
tion Thursday had a meeting with 
the president and the members of 
the board of the Jordanian-Polish 
Friendship Society in Amman. 
They exchanged views on politic- 
al, cultural trade and social mat- 
ters. 


Government to discuss preparations 
for future storms; ministers tour south 


-r AMMAN (J.T.) — The Higher 
-j -sCSvxl Defence Council convenes 
— : itoday in a special session under 
; -istbe chairmanship of Interior 
~ 2 MinBter Jawdat A1 Sbou) to dis- 
■-rjssuss measures taken by antoor- 
.-j 2 itks to deal with the conscqu- 
:fib ocs of the sno w stor m and the 
^ ; severe weather conditions earlier 
Zj: :hls month. 

; A statement by the Interior 
Ministry said that a general 
Ksessment of the situation will be 
^fliade and plans for more 
ippropiiate precautionary mea- 
:ures will be taken to face any 
Tjanergeocy in the future. 

On the council are directors of 
' '^he public security and dvil de- 
J/fence departments, secretaries 
general of the ministries of in- 
^'' erior, public works, transport, 
^^ommimicatioiK, social develop- 

r: ~jnent, health, finance, industry 

trade, education, the Prime 
^ ^Vfinistry and. the Armed Forces. 

.. Satin day’s meeting comes on 
--" S .he heels of repents in the local 
;• ^ wess of sho r tc om ings on the part . 


of a number of provincial gov- 
ernors in dealing with the effects 
of the storm. The interior minis- 
ter on Tbesday denied the re- 
ports, noting that all officials 
spared no effort in dealing with 
the situation. 

In order to dosely study the 
situation in the sooth, which was 
the worst hit area by the storm, 
the government delegated several 
cabinet members on visits to 
Karak, Maan. Tafileh and other 
affected areas. They inspected 
work by repair and rescue teams 
and supervised the distribution of 
relief supplies to local residents. 

Minister of water and irrigation 
Samir Kawar and • Minister of 
Energy and Mineral Resources 
Ali Abui Ragheb Thursday made 
tours of the southern Karak Gov- 
emorate, listening to Governor 
Eid Qatarneh explaining efforts 
to open blocked roads. The 
ministers also inspected areas 
where water and electricity sup- 
plies were being restored. 
According to the governor, the 


Jordanian Armed Forces, the 
Civil Defence Department 
(CDD) and teams from the Arab 
Potash Company (APC) and the 
Jordan Phosphate Mines Com- 
pany (JPMC) took part in 
reopening of the roads in the- 
Karak region. 

The mayor. Dr. Abdullah 
Dumour, asked the government 
to reduce electricity and water 
charges supplied to Karak resi- 
dents and build dams to collect 
the rain water at Waleta, Tannour 
and Mnjib regions. 

Later, the two ministers visited 
Tafileh Goveroorate on a tour to 
inspect damages sustained to the 
various sectors. Mr. Abu! 
Ragheb, along with Labour’ 
Minister Abdul Karim A1 Kabar- 
iti, visited Maan Govemorate to 
examine work on repairing the 
electricity and road networks. 
Their tour took them to Sbobak, 
Taybeh, Rajif and Wadi Mbusa 
near the ancient Nabatean dty of 
Petra. 


Mcam while as a sign of im- 
proved conditions, the Ministry 
of Education announced that 
tawjihi students Saturday will 
embark on the mid-year examina- 
tion in various goveroorates, in- 
cluding the southern regions. 

Altogether 73,175 students are 
registered to take the examina- 
tions and the ministry has decided 
to begin the examination session 
at 10 a.m. instead of 9 a.m. every 
day of the 12-day session. 

Ministry of Education sources 
said that precautionary measures 
have been taken at the 971 taw- 
jihi examination halls around the 
country should severe weather 
conditions occur during the ex- 
amination session. 

The department of 
Meteorology announced that 
frost formation will continue at 
night in areas where snow still 
coven the ground and predicted a 
gradual improvement in weather 
conditions over the next few days 
with a chance of light showers. 




Women organisations protest 
Israeli deportation order 




crf^AMMAN (Petra) — ^Women 
^ Atrganisalions in Jordan Friday 
* sit-in in front erf the 
K^Uthtcd Nations Development 
{^gramme (UNDP) headqnar- 
m Amman in protest at die 
£ occupation authorities’ de* 
-yjejssoa to deport 12 Palestinians 
^ "ton t he West Bank and Gaza 

fi : Rcfwwaitatives of the orga- 
submitted to toe UNDP 
j r ep re sen t ati ve a tnemor- 

’ they condemned 

occupation authorities* de- 
3 J** 1 **® order- The mono said 
- redeporiatios resolution coasti- 
•f fetes o ne of a series of crimes 
2 framitted by the Israeli occnpa- 
? 4on authorities against the Arab 
3 ’°f Palestine. I* also de- 

* cfosure cuhtmal and 

* ^ncatjonal _ institutions in the 

* occupied territories. 

A 


“The continuation of the 
Israeli authorities to follow the 
deportation policy is a violation 
of all international norms, resolu- 
tions and conventions, particular- 
ly the Fourth Geneva Convention 
adopted in 1945," toe memo said. 

It added that such measures 
comes at a time when the interna- 
tional community unanimously 
agrees on the need to implement 
international legitimacy, “which 
was dearly expressed in toe start 
of the Middle East peace pro- 


It called on the U.N. Security 
Council and international orga- 
nisations to shoulder their re- 
sponsibilities towards im- 
plementing international legi- 
timacy and to undertake ah active 
role to annul the deportation 
decision abd to stop settlement 
activity in the. occupied Arab 
land 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


AYF to establish library 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Arab Youth Forum (AYF) will establish 
a central library at toe headquarters of its general secretariat, 
AYF Secretary General Mahmoud Qattam said Friday. He said 
the AYF is also planning to set up similar libraries in its branches 
all over toe ffingdom. The Forum's general secretariat. Dr. 
Qattam said, is currently holding contacts with the various 
concerned authorities, which could provide it with needed books 
and refe ren ces to form a nucleus for library. 

Election date set 

AMMAN (Petra) — Upon directives from Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker, Minister of Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment Abdul Razzaq Tubeishat set Apr. 22 as toe day 
for electing a new municipal oound] for Irbid. 

Royal Jordanian laws to be reviewed 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower House of Parliament Sunday 
bolds a meeting to discuss the Legal Committee's decision on the 
Royal Jor danian laws, referred to it by the Upper House. The 
Fnmw'fc Financial Crwmrntttv* will akn meet Sunday to discuss the 
provisional law cm the general budget and the Income Tax 
Provisional Law, as well as the provisional laws on the Central 
Bank of Jordan and the revised banks laws. 


Iraqi 
minis ter 
arrives for 
discussions 

AMMAN (Petra) — Iraqi Agri- 
culture and Irrigation Minister 
Abdul Wahhab A1 Sabbagb ar- 
rived here Friday on a two-day 
visit to Jordan dining which be is 
expected to discuss with govern- 
ment ministers ways for increas- 
ing Iraqi-Joidanian cooperation 
in agricultural fields. 

In a statment upon arrival in 
Amman, the Iraqi minister 
voiced his country's appreciation 
of Jordan’s continued support to 
the Iraqi people. 

Dr. Sabbagh was expected 
Saturday to bold talks with Minis- 
ter of Agriculture Dr. Fayez Kha- 
sawneb, who has just returned 
from an Arab ministerial meet- 
ing held in Khartoum, to discuss 
promoting agricultural coopera- 
tion between Arab states. 

Dr- Khasawneb said in a state- 
ment that the three-day meeting 
in Khartoum was also dedicated 
to ensuring food security in the 
Arab World^hrough establishing 
a data bank about food produc- 
tion and through facilitating the 
flow of agriculture products 
among Arab countries. 

According to Dr. Khasawneh, 
the Arab Agricultural Ministers 
will bold their next meeting in 
Damascus in January 1993. 


Threatened JEPCO strike 
delayed; labour minister 
to mediate, official says 


By Elia NasraHah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Workers in the 
electricity sector have post- 
poned the strike planned for 
today until next week to give 
the Labour Ministry an oppor- 
tunity to solve the dispute be- 
tween them and the Jordan 
Electricity Power Company 
(JEPCO). 

President of the General 
Union of Electricity Workers 
Walid Khayyat said that 
Labour Minister Abdul Karim 
A1 Kabariti said his ministry 
was willing to solve the dispute 
between the workers and the 
company. 

Called by telephone, Mr. 
Kabariti, who is now on a tour 
of the Shobak subdistrict, said 
he would intervene to solve the 
dispute in the best interest of 
both the company and the 
workers. 

The labour minister had ear- 
lier appointed a council 
chaired by Adnan A1 Tahhan 
to try to reach a compromise 
agreement between company 
management and the workers. 
But according to a union offi- 
cial this council's meeting will 
be put off pending the results 
of the direct management - 
workers meeting under the 
labour minister in the upcom- 
ing week. 

The workers had offered to 
work for a compromise agree- 
ment with management over 



Abdul Karim A1 Kabariti 


their demand for better pay. 
The workers' union president, 
Walid Khayyat. said in a state- 
ment this past week that 
although workers demand for 
improved working conditions 
and pay had been ignored by 
the management over the past 
two months, the workers were 
ready for a compromise solu- 
tion. 

According to Mr. Khayyat, 
1 ,400 JEPCO workers received 
less than JD 100 a month and 
were demanding more pay plus 
other benefits like a health 
scheme. Mr. Khayyat said that 
the workers' grievances were 
conveyed to the Labour Minis- 
try, the Federation of Jorda- 
nian Labour Unions and JEP- 
CO management in the past 
two months to no avail. 

A statement by JEPCO 
management published in A1 
Dustour Thursday denied that 


1,400 workers received less 
than JD 100 a month in salaries 
and that JD 107 was the lowest 
salary offered to the beginners. 
The statement noted that JEP- 
CO workers enjoyed a 75 per 
cent discount on electricity 
consumption at their homes 
and were entitled to housing 
loans reaching up to JD 35.000 
payable over 20 years. 

Mr. Khayyat said that JEP- 
CO could improve its revenues 
by imposing a one fils per 
kilowatt power consumed by 
subscribers to help cover the 
cost of the electrification of toe 
rural regions. He said that such 
a step was bound to raise JD 
1.6 million in revenues every 
year and meet some of the 
company’s expenses, enabling 
it to increase salaries. 

Mr. Khayyat noted that the 
management had adamantly 
refused to disccuss the work- 
ers’ demand over the past 
months, prompting their union 
to declare general strike by 
Jan. 11. 

The company statement 
noted that JEPCO had sus- 
tained JD 3.7 million in losses 
over die past two years and 
could not meet the workers 
demand, which meant paying 
an extra JD 800,000 a year. 

The statement said that the 
JEPCO board did not reject 
the workers demand but de- 
cided that they will be re- 
viewed once the company's 
financial situation has im- 
proved. 


Training 

programme 

plan 

completed, 
official says 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Insti- 
tute of Public Administration has 
finalised its 1992 Training Prog- 
rammes Plan for government em- 
ployees and private sector per- 
sonnel, according to IP A Direc- 
tor General Abdullah Ulayyan. 

Ike plan was based on toe 
findings of a survey of training 
needs which was conducted dur- 
ing the second half of 1992, Mr. 
Ulayyan said. 

In an interview with the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, the IP A 
director said toe circulation of the 
plan to toe various ministries and 
departments at toe beginning of 
this year will help them prepare 
their own plans, which include 
their training needs and nomina- 
tions for the various training 
courses. 

Commenting on the IPA's 
plan, Mr. Ulayyan said it was 
based on data and information 
derived from previous annual 
{dans and toe expertise of training 
staff who took into consideration 
the results of questionnaires 
circulated by the Institute's Eva- 
luation and Follow Up Unit in 
cooperation with the Public Rela- 
tions Department. 

He pointed out that the plan 
includes three major programmes 
in the area of top management in 
accordance with the provisions of 
civjl servants regulations. 
Nominations for such courses will 
only be accepted from employees 
occupying posts in the second and 
third grades of toe second categ- 
ory, who should be in possession 
of toe first university degree as a 
minim um- 

The plan also includes two 
training courses for employees in 
the middle management level. 
The programmes will cover per- 
sonnel and office management. 

Applications for joining these 
courses will be accepted from 
employees in toe second and 
third category and who have a 
minimum of five years experience 
in personnel sections or supervis- 
ory posts. 

The plan also includes five spe- 
cialised symposia on top man- 
agement as well as four special- 
ised programmes on financial 
management and accountancy. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITIONS 

'fr Art exhttrftioa by Her Royal Highness Princess Wtydan and 
ttafian ambassador to Jordan Francesco de Courten at Abdul 
Hameed Shuman Foundation Gallery. 

fr Exhibition of toe activities of the Goethe Instftute in Amman at 
the institute, Jabal Amman. 

fr Exhibition of photographs on the subjects of “Gfimpses of 
Jordan” and “People” at toe British Council. 

☆ Art exhibition by Shaker Aba Ghazaleh at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

FILM 

Video fflm entitled “Love, Choreography and Death” at ft® 
Goethe In s t hnl e — 8 p.m. 


Budget reflects priorities of 
government, minister says 


AMMAN (Petra) — Finance 
Minister Basel Jardaneh Thurs- 
day said the state budget for this 
year is the base year for the 
economic reform programme and 
it reflects the priorities of that 
programme. 

In a Jordan Television inter- 
view, Mr. Jardaneh said the 1992 
state budget is not an austerity 
budget, but rather a budget re- 
flecting priorities and require- 
ments of toe Jordanian economy. 
He pointed out that the economic 
reform and revitalisation prog- 


ramme gave special priority to 
the resumption of sustainable 
economic growth. He noted that 
toe government does not want 
this growth to be resumed 
through government expenditure 
and policies. 

Mr. Jardaneh said that toe 
general budget reflects the sus- 
tainable economic growth with 
the aim of achieving a 3 per cent 
genuine growth during this year. 
This in turn, be said, means more 
job opportunities for Jordanian 
job seekers. 
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JORDAN VALLEY AUTHORITY 
ADVERTISEMENT FOR 
PREQUALIFICATION 
OF CONTRACTORS TO RE-TENDER FOR THE 
NORTH GHORS CONVERSION PROJECT 

The government of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan has 
secured a loan for financing the construction of this project from 
the Japanese Overseas Economic Cooperation Fund. 
Applications are invited from: 

i) Local Jordanian Contractors classified: 

a) with first grade in both water & sewerage and in Electro- 
Mechanical. or 

b) with first grade in water & sewerage, in joint venture with first 
grade in Electro-Mechanical. 

ii) Japanese Contractors, and 

iii) Contractors of all developing countries, as defined in article 
1.1. (b) ot the Memorandum of Understanding of Untying of 
Bilateral Development Loans, in accordance with the following 
conditions: 

Noting that all firms that were previously prequalified for 
participation in the first tender need not apply again lor 
prequaiification and they will be considered qualified to tender 
provided that they designate in writing to the Secretary General 
of JVA their interest in being considered for invitation for the 
re-tender before February 01. 1992. 

1. Description of Project: 

a) Civil Works: These comprise: 10 turnouts along King Abdul- 
lah Canal including sand traps, sumps for pumping stations 
and gravity turnouts and an operator's dwelling block at each 
turnout. 

b) Electro-Mechanical Works: These include: 

29 Pumping Units, 10 Mechanical screens, 10 mechanical 
trash racks, valving and controls, motor control centres, 
outdoor lighting for the areas of the turnouts and pumping 
stations and other ancillary electro-mechanical works. 

c) Pipeline Networks and Roads; These include: 

- 280 kms of pipelines between 100-700mm diameter 

- 48 kms new service roads. 

- 170 kms rehabilitation of existing service roads. 

- 2300 farm turnout assemblies. 

2. Prequaiification forms may be obtained from the Government 
Tender Directorate. Ministry of Public Works & Housing 
starting January 1 1 , 1992 against a non-refundable fee of JD 
100 . 

3. The present schedule is to make tender documents available 
to Prequalified Contractors on March 01. 1992, and contract 
will be awarded on July 01, 1992. 

4. Last date for submission of prequalification form and docu- 
mentation at the Government Tenders Directorate/Ministry of 
Public Works and Housing shall be Feb. 01 , 1 992 at 1 :30 p.m. 

♦before February 01. 1992. 

1. Description erf Project: 

a) Civil Works: These comprise. 10 turnouts along King 
Abdullah Canal including sand traps, sumps for pumping 
stations and gravity turnouts and an operator's dwelling block at 
each turnout 

Chairman, Central Tenders Committee 
Government Tenders Directorate 
Eng. Basheer Al Jaghbeer 
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HANS BLIX, the head of the Vienna-based International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) is worried about the nuclear 
legacy of the Soviet Union. Mr. Blix is not worried that the 
newly independent republics would launch missiles on each 
other or on other adversaries. He fears that those new 
republics might provide nuclear know-how to the “ene- 
mies” of the West in the Middle East and northern Africa 
or that nuclear scientists from those countries might defect 
to Third World states. 

That these scientists “would work for some of these 
regimes, I think would be a source of concern for anybody,” 
the IAEA chief said. 

Mr. Blix has the right to be worried. No one wants to see a 
proliferation of midear arms technology in the Middle East 
or anywhere. It has become everybody’s dream to see a 
nuclear-free world. Nudear arms and even nndear power 
have proven to be a dangerous technological development. A 
nuclear-free world would surely be a safe place not only for 
humans but for the balance of nature itself. If the Chernobyl 
accident is anything by which to measure., the application of 
nudear technology by Third World countries will sure be a 
recipe for disaster. 

However, the nudear dub, as long as it exists, cannot 
continue to be as exclusive as it is with the chief of the IAEA 
as its gatekeeper. Nudear arms are already possessed by far 
more radical regimes than those of Iran, Libya or Iraq. 
Israel, a country with ministers like Arid Sharon, is 
reported to have at least 300 nudear warheads. Why then 
should Israel, which occupies Arab lands, oppresses the 
Palestinians and threatens to expel them from their homes, 
stock-pile nudear heads and thus threaten the whole Arab 
Nation while the Arabs are prevented from developing a 
nudear capability? Does Mr. Blix trust Israel, Sooth Africa 
and the Ukraine bot not the Arabs? Or is it because the 
Arabs own oil that provides his club with the energy vital for 
its survival and on its own terms? Besides, is nudear 
technology so sophisticated and difficult to acquire except 
through the recruitment of “Soviet” scientists? Mr. Blix 
knows better. It is not in the mandate of the IAEA to 
dismantle existing nudear arsenals or to campaign against 
them. However, he and his dub should know very well that 
as long as super or regional powers own nuclear weapons, 
smaller nations aspiring for a fair deal will always en- 
deavour to develop their own nuclear potential. It has 
become, over the years, very easy to shop for nudear 
know-how, especially in the West itself. Short of a world- 
wide police force, administered by the West and modeled on 
the Iraq experiment, nudear proliferation will persist. 

it is unfortunate, perhaps intended, that former Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev did not accomplish his dream 
of a nuclear-free world. But his dream and vision are still 
alive. What the IAEA and Mr. Blix should do is carry the 
Hame and campaign for the destruction of all nndear 
weapons everywhere. Unless that is done, a nudear 
holocaust cannot be avoided. The present situation in the 
world at Large, the conflict between north and south and the 
many stand-offs in Asia, Africa and the Middle East are all 
potential flash points. Mr. Blix needs to think globally and 
humanely and not only about the interests of his dob. 




AL BA ’I Arabic daily discussed Israel's reaction to a Security 
Council resolution condemning the Israeli government's decision 
to expel 12 Arab citizens from their homeland and said that Israeli 
leaders have been showing their disregard of world community 
decisions. A spokesman for the Israeli army has now suggested 
that more Palestinians should be deported for fixed periods of 
time in order to stifle the intifada, and the Defence Minister 
Moshe Arens was furious over parliament members’ criticism of 
the government's expulsion decisions, said the paper. These 
statements and such behaviour clearly manifest Israel's deter- 
mination to pursue the repressive policies against the Palestinians, 
with total disregard to the Security Council's condemnation of 
repressive measures and atrocities, the paper continued. In view 
of this situation, it is hard to believe that the Middle East peace 
negotiations in Washington can achieve any headway towards the 
establishment of a just and durable peace in the region, ending 
the Israeli occupation of Arab lands and restoring the legitimate 
rights of the Palestinian people in their homeland, the paper 
added. It said that the world community, through the Security 
Council, bears the primary responsibility in ensuring Israel's full 
compliance with the requirements of peace and security in this 
turbulent region. 

Now that life has returned to normal in most parts of the Kingdom 
in the wake of the snowstorm, expect for the southern regions 
which still face a dilemma it is hoped that the concerned 
authorities will take appropriate measures that would help them 
deal with similar weather conditions in the future, said a 
columnist in Al Ra’i Arabic daily. What is required at this 
moment, is a comprehensive assessment of the general perform- 
ance of the various departments entrusted with offering relief and 
carrying out vital services under severe weather conditions, 
demanded Nazih in his column. The writer said that the storm 
lasted three days and caused very much confusion in the life oFthe 
Kingdom, with repercussions still being felt until today. While the 
Armed Forces, the civil defence and the public security services 
were put at the disposal of the public, mobilising aH their 
resources to deal with the consequences of the storm, many other 
concerned authorities failed to live up to expectation, said the 
writer. It is good that the storm left no tragic incidents on the 
public, but it is to be noted that many vital Services, like water, 
electricity and telephones, are still absent, five days after the 
storm has receded, the writer said. He said that the storm dearly 
showed that the municipalities lack the appropriate equipment 
and the means to deal with severe weather conditions and their 
qonsequences on the public. 


of peril find promise The cuttmgedge 



By Peter Jenkins 

IT tests the memory to recall that 
the gulf war, the attempted coup 
in Moscow, the dissolution of the 
Soviet Union and the final over- 
throw of Mikhail Gorbachev all 
took place within the span of a 
calendar year. The war in the 
Gulf already seems a long while 
ago and some of the conclusions 
drawn from It today appear posi- 
tively eccentric. The co-operation 
of the Soviet Union in the Secur- 
ity Council was seen as a hopeful 
precedent for the new world 
order of which President George 
Bush had spoken. With the cold 
war ended, the two superpowers 
could join in a kind of condomi- 
nium for peace. Less than 12 
months later and the Soviet Un- 
ion is no more. 

When the desert war was swift- 
ly won there was much comment 
to the effect the United States 
now held the world in its sway as 
the unrivalled superpower, victor 
of the cold war. the ghost of 
Vietnam forever exorcised, its 
will and never recovered. Any- 
one who had listened to the war 
debates in the Congress last Janu- 
ary, as I had done, or caught the 
atmosphere, of Washington at 
that time, would have queried 
this gung-ho version of events. 

Far from presaging a new chap- 
ter of global leadership, the Gulf 
war. for most Americans, was to 
be the last hurrah of the post-war 
era. The president was well- 
a turned to that mood when he 
abruptly declared victory, 
brought the forces home to en- 
gage in endless victory parades, 
and left the Kurds to Saddam 
Hussein's continuing device. 

Today it is even clearer than it. 
was then that the Gulf war was 
not a seminal event so much as a 
piece of unfinished business in- 
volving an over-armed Arab 
country suddenly released from 
the grips of his cold war minders. 
But a state -on-state aggression 
was not going to be at the root of 
the new world disorder. The uni- 
ty and resolve shown hy the 
Security Council in those excep- 
tional circumstances would be un- 
likely to apply in the circumst- 
ances then threatening to arise in 
Yugoslavia and the Soviet Union 
itself. Not for nothing is the 
United Nations a trade union of 
sovereign states. 

The Gulf war distracted Amer- 
ican and European attention 
from the far more important task 
of managing the dissolution of the 
Soviet empire. For months after- 
wards, American energies were 
diverted into the forlorn project 
of laying die foundations of the 
president’s “new world order" in 
the Middle East — of all places to 
begin — and this at the expense 
of the threatening disorder in 
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economically ravaged Eastern 
Europe, the warring Balkans, 
and the rapidly disintegrating 
Soviet Union. Who can say 
whether, without these distrac- 
tions, wiser courses might have 
been adopted sooner towards aid- 
ing the Soviet economy or prom- 
oting peaceful Balkan self- 
determination? 

As it is. the year ends with the 
U.S. looking to the world far less 
the all-conquering giant it seemed 
at the moment of victory in the 
Arabian desert last March. The 
mood across the Atlantic is now 
plainly isolationist. Mr. Bush's 
popularity ratings have plum- 
meted and. in a recent poll, 70 
per cent of Americans agreed he 
“spends too much time on foreign 
policy and not enough on prob- 
lems in this country.” He read it, 
and changed overnight from- 
world leader into a president 
running for re-election. 

One of the big questions for the 
new year, which is American 
election year, is how far and how 
deep this mood may run. It is a 
natural response to the ending of 
the cold war — “We’ve won, let’s 
come home." It involves disen- 
gagement from overseas security 
commitments and protectionism 
against Japan — America first. It 
is an old, familiar refrain. 

So, at tire beginning of 1991, 
we had still two superpowers, at 
the end of it we have one or, 
possibly none. For perhaps super- 
powers can exist only in sym- 
biosis, and deprived of each other 
must fade away. Certainly, an 
election year with problems ga- 
lore at home is not the ideal 
moment for the U.S. to adapt its 


foreign policy to the changed 
situation in Europe and Russia. 
Whatever chaos ensues there , it is 
unlikely to amount to the clear 
and present threat of the kind 
needed to arouse the vigilance of 
the American people. Mean- 
while, years of social neglect and 
regressive income distribution 
make it improbable that the U.S. 
will be ready in a hurry for 
another act of such imaginative 
generosity as inspired the Marshall 
Plan and which may be necessary 
now to promote the transition to 
enterprise economies and politic- 
al democracy in Eastern Europe 
and Russia. 

The summit of the G-7 indust- 
rial nations, which met in London 
last summer, might have been 
more forthcoming had it not been 
for the American attitude and, 
-conceivably, Mr. Gorbachev- 
might have been saved and a 
union in some form preserved. 
The West's relations with the 
Soviet Union in 1991 were a story 
of too little, too late — which 
threatens to be repeated in the 
new year. 

In Europe, what was supposed 
to have been an historic year for 
European union was oversha- 
dowed by the disunion of the 
Soviet empire and of Yugoslavia. 
Since Maastricht the omens for a 
new era of Western European 
co-operation have been scarcely 
promising, with two instances of 
German unilateralism (on Yugos- 
lavia and interest rates) and a 
renewed display of agricultural 
protectionism. The latter is sing- 
ularly inappropriate both for 
addressing the mounting econo- 
mic problems in Eastern Europe 


Facts are stronger than words 


Reviewed by EUa Nasrallah 

Jordanian newspapers gave 
prominence last week to the 
return of Arab negotiators to 
Washington to meet the Israeli 
side, to the U.N. Security 
Council resolution on Israel’s 
decision to deport 12 Palesti- 
nian citizens and domestic 
issues in Jordan. 

Under the title “The U.N. 
resolution is not enough," a 
columnist in Al Ra’i daily said 
that condemning Israel's deci- 
sion on the expulsion of Arabs 
from their homes will have no 
meaning unless Israesl desists 
from carrying out the deci- 
sions. 

Tareq Masarweh said that 
the United States realises by 
now that the Arab World can 
not be‘ appeased by soothing 
words alone or by the council's 
condemnations of Israel's prac- 
tices, he said that the Arabs 
await real action on the part of 
the world community to red- 
ress the injustice. 

Sawt Al Shaab daily hailed 
the council resolution as a step 
in the right direction. But the 
daily said in an editorial that 
this resolution could be 
shelved like many others par- 
sed on the Palestine issue over 
the past 25 years unless the 
United Nations took practical 
steps to see it implemented. 

A columnist in Sawt Al 
Shaab made a mockery of the 
resolution because, he' said, it 
would never achieve anything 
for the Palestinians. 

Columnist Sadeq Abdul Haq 
said that the United States, 
which engineered the resolu- 
tion, was conducting under- 
hand dealing at the same time 
by opening talks with the 
Israelis at their request for a 
510 billion loan to Israel to 
help it build settlements in the 
Arab lands. 

The writer said that while 
Washington gives lip service to 
the Arabs, it offers financial 
and material help to Israel to 
consolidate its position. 


Taher Al Udwan, a col- 
umnist in AJ Dus tour sounded 
sarcastic about the resolution. 
The writer quoted Israeli offi- 
cials as saying that the U.S.- 
sponsored resolution was only 
a small price paid by Washing- 
ton to draw the Arab parties 
once again to the negotiating 
table. 

Udwan said that the Arabs 
should not overjoy at this re- 
solution because the Security 
Council is impotent and can by 
no means force the Jewish 
leaders to comply and desist 
from expelling the 12 Arab 
citizens from their homeland. 

His views were echoed by 
Abdul Rahim Omar who said 
that the coundl had already 
passed numerous resolutions in 
favour of the Palestinians, but 
□one of them has ever been 
implemented. Palestinians 
land remains occupied, Arab 
citizens continue tp be de- 
ported, Arab homes continue 
to be demolished and Israel’s 
atrocities continue unabated, 
the writer said in his column 
published in Al Ra’i daily. 

In an editorial, Al Ra’i cast 
doubt about the U.N. Security 
Counril’s decision when it said 
that passing such a resolution is 
one thing and ensuring its im- 
plementation is something 
else. 

Noting that Israel had disre- 
garded all other resolutions 
since 1948, the paper said that 
Israel will no doubt mock at 
the council’s decision and the 
will of the world community to 
establish justice and mil go 
ahead with its expulsion plans 
undeterred by mere resolu- 
tions. 

Referring to the resumed 
peace negotiations in Washing- 
ton, a columnist in Al Dus tour 
asked why the Arabs should 
negotiate with the Israelis 
when they realise in advance 
that the Jewish state was bent 
on implementing its plans. 

Taher Al Udwan said that 
on the eve of the resumption of 
the negotiations in Washing- 


ton, the Israeli government en- 
dorsed a 1992 fiscal budget 
with ample allocations, esti- 
mated at $6.5 billion, for set- 
tlement programmes in the 
occupied Arab lands. With 
such budget, hopes for 
reaching a settlement with the 
Israelis are dashed, especially 
as the United States is ex- 
pected to approve a S10 billion 
loan guarantee to Israel to help 
it carry out its plans, the writer 
said. 

Al Dus tour daily called on 
the Arabs to do all they can to 
get down to real negotiations 
on questions of substance. The 
paper said that although Israel 
would be trying to push the 
issues of substance aside and 
discuss procedural matters 
only, the Arab negotiators 
should enlist the United States’ 
help and do all they can to 
ensure negotiations on the ex- 
change of land for peace. 

The paper said that the U.S. 
should also be sought to ensure 
protection to the Palestinians 
following the Security Coundl 
resolution that condemned 
Israel’s decision to expel 12 
Palestinian citizens. 

Salameh Ekour cast doubt 
on the outcome of the resumed 
peace negotiations in Washing- 
ton and noted that Israel's 
prime minister was bound to 
plant more mines in the path of 
these negotiations to abort the 
peace process. 

The decision to expel the 12 
Palestinians and the stepped 
up repressive measures in the 
occupied lands are part of 
Israel’s ongoing efforts to 
abort the peace talks, said the 
writer in Sawt Al Shaab daily. 

His views are backed by a 
guest columnist in Sawt Al 
Shaab who said Israel realises 
that the Arabs can not achieve 
their end through the Washing- 
ton talks because they are 
weak and can not fight to 
regain their usurped lands and, 
at the same time, can not enlist 
the help of the United States to 
back them in their demands. 


For this reason, said Samir 
Nayfeh, and in view of 
Washington’s lack of will to 
force Israel to implement U.N. 
Security Council resolutions, 
there can be no fruitful end to 
these talks. 

Casting more doubt on the 
outcome of the peace talks, 
Mohammad Kawasb, who 
writes for Al Dust our, said that 
Israel speaks and acts along 
two different lines. The Jewish 
state announced the creation 
of* a new settlement in the 
occupied Arab territories on 
the eve of the departure of its 
delegation to the peace talks in 
Washington, he said. When 
the . jSt round of talks was 
underway in the U.S. capital, 
Israeli settlers forcefully occu- 
pied Arab homes In the town 
of Silwan, the writer added. 
What is wanted, is an order 
from the United States to 
Israel to halt settlement plans 
and stop evicting people from 
their homeland, demanded the 
writer. 

A columnist in Al Dustoar 
de scribed President Bash’s 
visit to Japan as a desperate 
attempt to reach a trade ba- 
lance with the Japanese by 
making them import more 
U.S. products. 

George Haddad said that the 
current economic recession in 
the United States is compelling 
the president to take any step 
aimed at stimulating the 
national economy, including 
approaching the Asian nations 
and Europe for help. 

The Americans now consid- 
er Japan as a real threat to 
their economic existence anrl 
are afraid that the- Japanese 
could join the Germans in 
creating an economic axb to 
offset the American economic 
power. 

The writer accused Mr. Bush 
of selling his people illusions 
about economic and political 
victories while in reality the 
United States is facing a reces- 
sion unprecedented under any 
other administration. 


fn 7069 the US made history by landing its Apollo spacecraft ^ 
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and the developing mood in the 
U.S. 

Nevertheless, the European 
Community remains the most 
powerful magnet drawing East to 
West in a Europe without blocs. 
If tensions mount between and 
within the former Soviet repub- 
lics while America takes its “time 
out," the EC’s role will become 
all the more crucial. When raising 
eyebrows at the new German 
assertiveness, we ought to recog- 
nise the greater sensitivity (and, 
hitherto, foresight) shown by the 
Federal Republic towards the 
opportunities and dangers in the 
East. In 1992 Western unity will 
be put to the test primarily in 
Eastern Europe. 

By the end of the old year the 
euphoria that bad accompanied 
the spectacular collapse of com- 
-munism in 1989 had given way to 
a state of alarm which, in its more 
apocalyptic versions, made it 
sound as if the cold war had been 
a good idea after all. Much hu- 
man suffering may be in store 
and, if Yugoslavia is any harbin- 
ger, bloodshed, too. But this 
mourning for stability is deeply 
unattractive among people who 
for all or most of their lives have 
taken their own freedom for 
granted and now worry that it will 
prove too beady or frustrating an 
experience for those* for whom 
stability meant servitude. It still 
seems to me at the beginning of 
the new year, as it did at the 
beginning of the last, that the 
world without communism (Chi- 
na and Cuba apart) is a vastly 
more hopeful and promising 
place than the world that went 
before. — The Independent. 


By Katsumi Kato 

SHARP was founded in 1912 in 
Osaka by the late Tokuji 
Hayakawa. Born into a poor 
family in 1893 and given up for 
adoption soon after. Hayakawa 
was an elementary-school drop- 
out who apprenticed himself to a 
metalworker and became ex- 
tremely skillful. In 1915. he in- 
vented the mechanical pencil. 
The brand name he gave it even- 
tually became his company’s 
name as well. 

After World War II, Sharp 
mass-produced radios and televi- 
sions, but not until electronic 
calculators did the company 
break into the market for non- 
household appliances. The leader 
of the team that developed the 
liquid crystal calculator was cur- 
rent company vice-president 
Atsushi Asada. During the 
period of intense competition to 
develop an affordable hand-held 
calculator. Mr. Asada says, he 
learned that “when a manufactur- 
er introduces a new product, the 
period in which a profit is assured 
simply by the product’s novelty, 
in short. To maximise profits, a 
manufacturer must apply the core 
technology to still newer pro- 
ducts." 

In 1979 Sharp ended what had 
come to be known as the “calcu- 
lator war" by introducing a 
“card" calculator just 1.6mm 
thick. The same year the com- 
pany shocked consumers by in- 
troducing the first electronic de- 
vice for translating between 
Japanese and English or German. 
“Having made calculators as 
small and thin as possible." Mr. 
Asada explains, “we were at a 
dead end. The matter then at 
hand was to start turning out 
products that would create their 
own demand, using the LSI and 
liquid crystal technologies." 

To guide that development, 
Mr. Asada proposed the concept, 
now known as Personal Automa- 
tion, or PA, of "technology that 
can be used anytime, anywhere 
and by anyone." The electronic 
translating device, for example, 
resembled a calculator, but its 
buttons had letters instead of 
□umbers. Other examples of PA 
followed, such as electronic dic- 
tionaries and notebooks. 

Although PA was an entirely 
new field for Sharp's scientists, 
the new product .lines it advanced 
served also to stimulate the com- 
pany’s household appliance divi- 
sion. Both grew in strides, intro- 
ducing one new product after 
another. The television remote- 
control device, for example, 
another Sharp first, was born 
during this period. 

Networking 

Brisk calculator sales, mean- 
while, gave Sharp an export chan- 
nel through a U.S. organisation, 
the National Office Machine 
Dealers Association (NOMDA). 
For many years Sharp, as a manu- 
facturer primarily of household 
appliances, had no connection 
with the organisation, but by 
introducing LSI calculators, the 
company was able to hook into 
the U.S. office equipment mar- 
ket. As copy and facsimile 
machines were developed, 
Sharp’s name became more wide- 
ly recognised in the U.S. "With 
strong products," Mr. Asada ex- 
plains, "you can forge a sales 
network. Once that network is in 
place, it can be used to distribute 
new products. Through the sales 
network, technology and con- 
sumer demands begin to form a 
loop in which each advances the 
other." 

Before the calculator war, 
Sharp was not a manufacturing so 
much as an assembling company 
— buying components, putting 
them together and selling them 
under the Sharp name. Thar 
changed with the LSI calculators, 
however. Having pioneered in 
semi-conductor chips and LCDs, 
the company began to apply thes^ 
technologies to personal compu- 
ters Md word processors. In 
1983, Sharp became the first com- 
pany to mass-produce a more 
versatile, thing-film LCD. In 
1991. the company introduced 
Liquid Crystal Museum, the 
worlds first wall-hanging televi- 
sion. 

In an interview in 1980, one 
year after Sharp released the 
electronic translating device 
then-company president Akira 
Saeki predicted that soon it 
would be possible to. hang a tele- 
vision on a wall just like you • 
would a picture. Respecting the 
company s future, he said- “All 
household electrical appliance 


will change. While we have tie 
technology necessary to make the 
chanses.They'rc going to a 

wfwic That’s always the iroubie 

with technological development, 
but the work is nonetheless sanv 
fving. It makes us dream." 

Dunne the »9t*te Mr. Saeki 
told a young engineering PhD 
working for Sharp that calcula- 
tors should be made simple 
enough for children to use. Thai 
scientist . who doubted at the titn- 
tha: such a device would ever be 
evolved, was current vice- 
president Asada. 

Thinking ahead 

Achievements beginning with* 
the electronic calculator prop- 
elled Sh3rp to the rank oi a gjohai 
corporation. Today, the company 
is capitalised at 171.3 Iniiicn yes 
($1.3 billion) and has 27.0C0 em- 
ployees. Tnc Sharp group, in- 
cluding 64 retail companies and 
factories in 39 countries, employ* 
65.0GO worldwide, and its 19^0 
sales came to 1.15 trillion yen 
l $8. 9 billion I- 

Perceiving an eventual end io 
the growth spurt initiated by elec- 
tronic calculators, about twe 
years ago Mr. Asada proposed a 
new concept for future growth: 
“vertical development." a phrase 
he coined himself. After Work! 
War IT, he reasoned. Japanese* 
household electronics manufac- 
turers grew by selling radios and 
televisions to a population newly 
able to use them, as ihc necessary 
infrastructure — broadcasting 
networks in that case — was 
being forged as pari of public 
policy. Linder vertical develop- 
ment. however, manufacturers 
undertake to create infrastructure 
in addition to products and mar- 
kets. 

Already there are a number of 
examples” In Osaka, for one. 
Sharp united with Kir.iri Nippon 
Railway Co. and a major trading 
house to form a cable television 
company. Sharp supplies the en- 
terprise with electronic equip- 
ment. In another case. Sharp, 
together with Fuji Bank, de- 
veloped terminals for a system of 
home banking via facsimile, the ■ 
first of its kind. Fujigir. Credit, a ^ 
credit-card company related to 
Fuji Bank, began seiiinG the de- 
vices this year for 5S9.0C0 yea 
($620) apiece. In addition to serv- 
ing as a regular fax machine, i: 
can also be used to order goods 
from retailers, get information 
about restaurants and entertain- 
ment events, and even reserve 
tickets. For ordering goods or 
reserving tickets, the user select 
from displayed menu an 
appropriate order form, which is 
then printed out. After complet- 
ing the form, the user feeds it 
back into the fax, which sends 3 
copy to the merchant. Mean- 
while, the bill is settled by Fuji 
Bank, where- the cost of the goods 
or services in transferred from the 
buyer’s account to the seller’s. 
Once it becomes possible for 
consumers, without leaving their 
homes, to learn what a given 
market has in stock, identify bar- 
gain items. and get help planning 
meals that iclude them — right 
down to recipes for specific dis- 
hes, a proliferation of home fax^ 
machines is sure to occur. 

But Sharp's dreams do not stop 
here. One is to merge its exper- 
tise in electronic notebooks with ». 
the cellular communications sys- • 
tem that is quickly being ex- 
panded throughout Japan. Com- 
munication between a portable 
computer terminal and a main- 
frame is already possible via a 
modem, but to use a modem one 
has to have access to a telephone. 

A cellular system, on the other 
hand, can be used anywhere. 

_ Another is that of an "informa- 
tion vending machine.’’ Just like 
vending machines for soft drinks 
or cigarettes, information vend* y 
ing machines- could be set up all ^ 
over Japan. A user would insert a 
card containing an integrated cir- '■ 
cuit to receive, in code form. ^ 
information about local events, 
restaurants, or public transpo r ta- 
tion. Then, by inserting the card \ 
into an electronic notebook, Ac \ 
user could see information ds- - 
played on a screen. 

This is the essence of vertical 
development: rather than waiting 
for new infrastructure to be built, 
companies create it. That is the 
direction in which Sharp sees 
itself as moving. In Mr. Asada’s 
words: “In the next age Sharp. f 
with a balance of household elec- 
trical appliances,' information 
equipment and component tech- / 
oology, wiU mani fe s t its interest 
strength." — Look Japan, 
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Israel hints at compromise 


i) 


toe Palestine Ubegatjon Organisation 
(FLO), toe daBy Haaret 2 reported. 
" Mr.. Drams has met with PLO 
' Chainnao Yasser Arafaton several 
masons and has dose ties with Arab 
countries. At the United Nations, 
Francs has supported 50 per cent of 
ajsWsodli resolutions, Ha&retz raid. 

In his meeting with Mr. Dumas, 
Mr. Levy criticised Rcance and ocher 
Western nations for preaching peace 
on the one hand while “flooding the 
region with weapons of mass destruc- 
tion:" ' 

. Speaking to reporters after toe 
Levy meeting, Mr. Dumas said he did 
not raise the issue of brad's planned 

expubio& of 12 Palestinians. 

When asked to remark on the 
wUesrpead view {among Israelis that 
France's policy in the Middle East 
was ' pro- Arab, Mr. Dumas said: 
“That. is a mistake. It is a wrong 




r, Dumas later met with Palesti- 
nians from the occupied territories, 
{pdading supportera of PLO factions 
that oppose the peace mtw 
"We hope the peace process will 
permit less tension in the (occupied) 
territories and at the end a solution 
can be found,** Mr. Dumas said to 
reporters. 


We are against deportations 
everywhere in the world, of course." 
be added. 

Had Abu Ztad, an editor of a 
Hebrew newspaper and advisor to the 
Phleaiman negotiating team, said be 
asked Mr. Dumas to seek more Euro- 
pean, United Nations and PLO in- 
volvement in the peace talks. 

This process should not be only 
under toe American protection. We 
want France to be in the centre of the 
peace process," Mr. Abu Ziad said 
after meeting with Mr. Dumas. 

Mr. Dumas also scheduled to bold 
talks with Prime Minister Yi tzhak 
Shamir. Defence Minister Mas he 
Arons and Shimon Peres, leader of 
the opposition Labour Party. 

In another development, Mr. Levy 
refined to say Thursday whether he 
was flying to Beijing on Jan. 22, 
fuelling speculation he would make 

the trip to esta bl ish diplomatic ties 
With China 

“No comment. I am not ready to 
tosaiss ths,” Mr. Levy told reporter 
when asked about an unsourced re- 
port of his planned trip published on 
Wednesday in the Hong Kong-based 
weekly the Far Eastern Economic 
Review. 

The report said Mr. Levy would 
spend at least five days in Beijing, 
clearing the way for China to take 
part in the multilateral talks. 


Israel is widely reported to have 
made full relations between the two 
countries a condition for Chinese 
participation in toe peace talks. Prime 
Minister Shamir said on Dec. 27 he 
expected diplomatic ties with China 
soon. 

Days before, Chinese Deputy 
Foreign Minister Yang Fuchang met 
Mr. Shamir and Mr. Levy during 
what was to have been a confidential 
visit to Israel. Israeli news reports 
raid Mr. Levy leaked news of the 
VHL 

Defence Minister Arens secretly 
visited China in early November but 
Israeli military censors for days sup- 
pressed news of toe first-ever vial by 
an Israeli minister. 

The review raid that late last year 
Mr. Arafat asked for Chin*** parti* 
elation ip the peace talks, impliatiy 
accepting Sino- Israeli normafisatioa. 

Reaven Merhav, former director- 
general of Israel's foreign minis try, 
said on Thursday that seven years ago 
toe Jewish state began trying to con- 
vince China that establishing ties 
would not harm Beijing's alliance 
with toe Arabs. 

He said the alliance dated bade to 
Arab s up p or t for Beijing's takin g a 
permanent seat in the U.N. Security 
Council in the 1970s. 

China has been toe only one of five 
permanent members without ties to 
Israel since toe Soviet Union renewed 
relations with toe Jewish state in 
October. 




Jalloud says allegations a pretext 


(Cen tittne d from page 1) 

tigation is complete and impar- 
tial. 

The three Western countries 
insist the accused most stand trial 
in the countries where they have 
been charged. 

Maj. Jalloud argued the Amer- 
ican, British and French original- 
ly suspected others of carrying 
out the bombings bat then ac- 
cused Libya for reasons of politics 
instead of evidence. 

'‘They have made Libya a 
scapegoat, a scapegoat for their 
own internal problems," he said. 


Libya has requested a special 
U.N. General Assembly session 
to discuss abolition of interna- 
tional terrorism. 

Libya's ambassador, Ali 
Elhouderi, made the request in a 
letter to U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Gfaafi. 

The General Assembly is in 
recess, but can reconvene at any 
time. A majority of the 166 mem- 
bers is required to schedule a 
special session. 

U.N. officials said the letter, 
sent Tuesday, mentioned terror- 
ism as the only topic for the 


special session. 

But a statement Wednesday by 
the Libyan mission to the United 
Nations said Libya wanted the 
session to discuss “an historical 
project for the world community” 
being introduced by Libya. 

Tehran Radio said an envoy of 
Col. Qadhafi had asked Iranian 
President Akbar Hasbemi Raf- 
sanjani to support Libya against 
Western threats of retaliation for 
its alleged role in the airline 
bombings. 

Tehran Radio quoted Mr. Raf- 
sanjani as telling Mustafa Khar- 
roubi that Iran backed Libya's 
demand that the cases be investi- 
gated in an impartial internation- 
al venue. 


No sign of Algeria troop movements 


(Continued from page I) 

trouble.” said one diplomat. 

Last June, shortly before the 
original date for the poll, the 
army announced it had deployed 
in major towns to prevent unrest 
during voting. The poll was post- 
poned after unrest. 

There has been no announce- 
ment of any movement or official 
reaction to Mr...HachanTs 'state- . 


meat. 

In Algiers on Thursday, the 
only sign of additional security 
was a small group of riot police 
deployed outside the Foreign 
Ministry. There was no increased 
security outside the main govern- 
ment offices where the prime 
minster is based. 

Western legal experts say that 
even if the FIS gained a two-third 


Kohl worried 'about former Soviet 


(Continued from page 1) 

offered more money, said 
Vyacheslav Rozanov of the Kur- 
chatov institute of atomic energy. 

“It’s possible that they would 
agree to a higher paying job,” 
said Mr. Rozanov, deputy chief 
of the institute’s thermonuclear 
department. Hie institute, the 
top Soviet unclear research cen- 
tre, was encouraged its scientists 
to reject such offers, he said. 


Mr. Rozanov, who did not 
identify tire two experts, said the 
Libyans offered them jobs in 
peaceful nuclear energy work, 
but he said their abilities could be 
useful in developing nuclear war- 
beads. 

Anatoly Zemskov, a spokes- 
man for Russia's nuclear power 
ministry, said he knew of one 
case in which a foreign govern- 
ment tried unsuccessfully to hire 
<me of the ministry’s atomic ex- 


majority in parliament, final pow- 
er remained legally with Presi- 
dent Chadli Benjedid. The fun- 
damentalists could sfil! not 
change the constitution but would 
complete freedeom to pass laws 
designed to turn Algeria into an 
Islamic state. 

Mr. Benjedid then could only 
refuse to sign the law and send it 
back to the assembly. If the FIS 
persisted, be would have no op- 
tion but to dissolve parliament 
and cafl new elections. 


pens for $5,000 a month. 

“But there is no trend of this 
kind — yet,” said Mr. Zemskov. 

Yuri Rogozhin, head spokes- 
man for the Russian nuclear safe- 
ty agency, said nuclear energy 
specialists have few opportunities 
in Russia because of cutbacks in 
defence spending and construc- 
tion of atomic reactors. 

“If the choice is between starv- 
ing or getting work in your field, 
then you must take the job” even 
if it means working for Libya, 
Mr. Rogozhin said. 


N. Korea setting up special zones 


TOKYO (AP) — North Korea 
has announced it is creating two 
• free economic and trade zones on 
■ its northeast coast, offering fbre- 
: ign investors tax incentive* to 

help with the nation's economic 
development 

The ports for the zones in 
Rajin ami Sonbong, and the adja- 

' cent port of Chongj in, will be free 

trade ports, said the north’s offi- 
cial Korean Central News Agen- 


cy, monitored in Tokyo. Chonjj- 
jm is about 465 kilometres north- 
easi of the capital, Pyongyang. 

Severe economic difficulties 
.have been reported in communist 
North Korea following a decline 
in trade and aid from the now 
defunct Soviet Union, formerly a 
major supplier to Pyongyang. 

“The state shall protect by law 
the capital invested by foreigners 
and their income from businesses 


in the free economic and trade 
zones,” said die North Korean 
agency. 

It said “various special 
favours” and reduction or exemp- 
tion of income tans and custom 
duties for businesses in the zones 
would depend on the character of 
the investments. 

The intention in setting up the 
zones is to accelerate North 
Korea’s econom i c development, 


France developing nuclear 
reactors for next century 


PARIS — France is designing a 
new generation of nuclear power 
stations, convinced it will remain 
highly dependent on atomic ener- 
gy into the 21st century despite 
fears elsewhere of another Cher- 
nobyl. 

The designs aim to reduce the 
risk of accidents and limit the 
consequences should they 
happen. 

France has had few safety 

worries but some operational 
problems with its present genera- 
tion of nuclear power stations, 
which account for 75 per cent of 
its electricity supplies. 

Officials at the Atomic Energy 
Commission iCEA) told Reuters 
they were working on the 
assumption that this proportion 
would probably remain steady. It 
compares with 20 per cent de- 
pendency in the United States 
and 26 per cent in Japan. 

"Today there are no objective 
reasons for it (the 75 per cent 
share) to become smaller.” said 
Jacques Bouchard, head of reac- 
tors at the CEA. 

In the I97(Js France, knocked 
sideways by the 1973 oil shock, 
begun to build what was to be- 
come an extensive network of 
nuclear power stations. At the 
end of last year. 56 nuclear power 
stations yielded a combined pow- 
er of 55.8 million watts. 

The plants were given a 30- year 
life, which means the first nuclear 
power station should be replaced 
in the year 2UU7. The CEA has 
600 million francs (SJOU million) a 
year to spend on scientific re- 
search for the next generation. 

It is preparing experiments and 
tests so that the new model will 
be ready for the year 2000. ’ ?4r. 
Bouchard said in an interview. 

Essentially. France will con- 
tinue to use pressurised water 
reactors ( PWRs). which form the 
bulk of the plants in use today. Its 
two remaining uranium-graphite 
reactors will be closed in the next 
two or three years, he said. 

The CEA is also working on a 
new generation of fast breeder 
reactors, of which there are cur- 
rently only experimental or pro- 
totype versions. Fast breeder 
reactors produce their own fuel 
and cut down on toxic waste. 

The prototype Superphenix 
fast breeder in southern France 
was shut down a year ago after air 
got into The inert argon gas sur- 
rounding the liquid sodium used 
as a coolant and polluted it. 

The new model of fast breeder, 
being developed in partnership 
with other European countries, 
should be designed by the year 
2010. Mr. Bouchard said. 

Fast breeders have been an 
ideal of the nuclear industry for 
more than 20 years but the tech- 
nology has proved extremely dif- 
ficult to develop. They will form a 
limited part of France’s nuclear 
energy base in the next century. 
Mr. Bouchard said, but could 
give no proportion. 

For both fypes of reactors the 
research involves refining design 
aspects, subjecting them to on- 
site testing and using mathema- 
tical methods to model possible 
accidents and calculate their 
probability. 

“Our first aim is to do even 
better on safety,” Mr. Bouchard 


said. “The main problem with 
existing reactors is that they were 
put in place quickly. We would 
wish not to renew as rapidly." 

France's policy of developing 
nuclear energy has hud support 
from all political parties. A 
groundswcll of concern and critic- 
ism began lust year but was 
abruptly stifled by the Gulf crisis. 

The then industry minister. 
Roger Fuuroux. cited the result- 
ing oil price fluctuations and un- 
certainty over supplies as iliustru- 


By Sue Landau 
Reuter 

ting the wisdom of French nuc- 
lear policy. 

France can now independently 
meet 48 per cent of its energy 
needs, compared with 22 per cent 
in 1973. 

Mr. Bouchard said the CEA 
aims to develop designs for the 
reactor core, cooling circuits and 
the outer shield which will cut (he 
risk of accidents and limit the 
consequences should any occur. 

The CEA calculated the 
chances of a core “meltdown” at 
any of France's existing reactors 


at one in KHI.MIXI per year. Mr. 
Bouchard said accidents were 
usually caused by things that had 
been foreseen, but how ihes 
progressed often varied widely 
from expert predictions. 

“The difference between Three 
Mile Island and Chernobyl was in 
consequences.” he said. 

At Three Mile Island in Penn- 
sylvania. overheating caused a 
radiation leak in 1979 which was 
contained. The meltdown at 
Chernobyl in the Ukraine in l^Kh 


caused an explosion and radu «.>■.- 
mils con t.i nunated a wide au-.i 

The CEA is working to in- 
corporate modifications which 
had been made piecemeal m the 
light of Three Mile Island and 
Chernobyl into the overall design 
for the new generation reactors. ;« 
cost-saving approach. Mr. 
Bouchard said. 

It also wants to extend the time 
(he nuclear iuel stay-, in the real- 
tor tore bv enriching the tue! 
more, another was n» CLinixiTiisc 
on costs, he said 
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Shoes to care for your baby T s feet 

The family is now joined by Chicco shoes which make 

your baby's first steps both comfortable and happy. 


cares for your children one generation after the other . . . 



Available now at the following pharmacies and stores: 

•Tareq Pharmacy - Tel: 896080 • A! Fajr Pharmacy - Tel 819298 
• Zahaneh Pharmacy - Tel: 696*7 •Samir Younts Pharmacy ■ Tel: 684 1 01 

• lad Matalqa Pharmacy - Tel: 684055 •Itxi Al Nafees Pharmacy - Tel:745105 
• Snober Pharmacy - Tet: 685204 #AJ Bayader Pharmacy - Tel: 810162 

• Al Farid Trading Est. - Tel: 698050/698059 «AJ Waha Stores Tel: 814129 

• Modem Pharmacy / Irtwd - Tel: 242308 
• Al Kheir Wal Salameh Pharmacy / Zarqa- Tel: 992442 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PACKING, AIR FREIGH1 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 

AMIN KAWARASONS 

^-TEL. 604676 604696 



g CROWN g 

, INT’L EST. I 
I Packing, shipping, | 
3 forwarding, storage, ■ 
§ clearing, door-to-door = 
| service 1 

■ Air, Sea and Land 



0£gANTj2 
The fintt best 
Chinese Restaurant 
: In Jordan 

Jsf Circle, Jabai Amman, near 
Ahfyyah Girls School 


Opea.daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7.*6fr — AftfctfcM 
Tet 630908 


p 



4 Rent & Sale 

Many villas and apartments] 
are available for rent andr 
sale - furnished or unfur-j 
nished. 

|* Also many lots of land arej 
available for sale. 

|For further details, please 
call 

iAbdonn Real 


[Tel. 810605, 810609, 
Fa« 810520. 


r CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 . 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

i 6:30 - Midnight / 



STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
Siam 30% tmrpmr 

a Fret M et a l Frame 
13 x 18 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 
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Special Gunese Foods 
Skffled Chinese Chets 

jOpeo 1LJ0-JJ0 4 6.-OHI:jO d^fr] 

Taka awa y Is araDnbln 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 

ffarBeiflg, Amman 

Crce Tasted 
gL, Mwstfskwed 



LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 


QDj^DQ 


Saudi Real Est ate 
687821/22 



AQABA 

CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 
t2M - ISM & 1&30- 23-30 

. Tel: 03-314415 



Distinctive 

Villas Apartments Flats 
IN ROYAL WEST AMMAN 


real estate 

“R” 

US 


Just call NIDAL 

693037 


EB 

REALTOB 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room.J 


IIAL’OTEL 

iUj«|I|Ib 


Amman -Tel 668193 
PO Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAR0TL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


Jr 
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The RnkncyPtikxe Hole! 


LOBBY LOUNGE 

iilSABIL 

DAILY PIANO 
ENTERTAINMENT 

^=====^ 





/ nter national Cu ish: t 
Spanish Specialities j 
- i 

Open Lunch & Dinner j 

t-.ir Rt-\rnathn. [ 

ThinlCntlr JW n/ vv.; I 
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Forget, Sanchez to meet 
in New South Wales final 


SYDNEY (AP) — Defending 
champion Guy Forget of France 
used his devastating serve to blast 
American David Wheaton out of 
the New South Wales Open Fri- 
day and advance to the finals of 
the $560,000 event. 

In Saturday's final, the third- 
seeded Forget will face No. 7 
Emilio Sanchez of Spain, who 
beat unseeded Omar Camporese 
of Italy 64, 7-6 (8-6). 

The No. 1 women's seed, Gab- 
riela Sabatini of Argentina, 
moved into the semifinals with 
her third straight-set victory, but 
bad her toughest match so far. 
She lost serve three straight times 
in the second set before downing 
No. 15 Gigi Fernandez of the 
United States 6-2, 7-6 (9-7). 

Sabatini, ranked third in the 
world, is paired against fourth- 
seeded American Mary Joe Fer- 
nandez, a 6-1, 6-2 winner over 
No. 9 Leila Meskhi of Georgia. It 
was Fernandez’s third match in 
two days. 

In the other women’s semifin- 
al. No. 2 Arantxa Sanchez Vicar- 
k> will meet 17-year-old Anke 
Huber of Germany, the No. 8 
seed. 

Huber ousted No. 3 Jana 
Novotna of Czechoslovakia, the 
defending champion, 6-3, 7-5. 
Sanchez Vicario. looking stron- 
ger every match, beat No. 5 
Conchita Martinez 6-4, 6-2. 

Martinez and Sanchez Vicario 
teamed to win the Federation 
Cup doubles for Spain last year 
but were facing each other in 
singles for the first time. 

On a cool, breezy day. Forget 


bad little trouble with the 22- 
year-old Wheaton, who played a 
tough three-set quarterfinal 
match that ended well after dark 
Thursday on the rebound ace 
courts at the White City Complex 
in midtown Sydney. 

In a pairing of tall, lanky power 
players, the eighth-seeded 
Wheaton's net game was no 
match for Forget’s ripping serve 
and forehand passing shots. 

Forget fired six aces and lost 
only six of 43 points on his serve. 
He never faced a break point. He 
droke Wheaton three times, in- 
cluding twice as be ran off the last 
four games of the second set. 

Sanchez, who has not dropped 
a set in four matches, survived a 
mistake-plagued battle against 
Camporese, who committed 20 
unforced errors in the first set 
alone. 

Sanchez won despite a fall over 
an empty linesman’s chair while 
trying to track down a shot. He 
then laboriously moved three 
chairs over a barrier before con- 
tinuing. 

Forget is in fine form heading 
into the Australian Open, a two- 
week Grand Slam event that 
starts in Melbourne Monday. But 
his first-round match there will 
pit him against Henri Leconte, 
who be called the man be would 
least like to face early m the 
tournament. 

The two men play doubles 
together and were the heroes of 
France’s Davis Cup victory last 
month. The last time they faced 
each other was at Wimbledon last 


year, where Leconte won the first 
two sets but was forced to with- 
draw with an injury. 

Sabatini had only dropped one 
game in each of her first two 
matches, but her serve and usual- 
ly reliable baseline game deserted 
her against Gigi Fernandez. 

‘Tm unhappy with the way I 
played,” Sabatini said. “I gave 
her a chance to come in.” 


Sanchez Vicario was confident 
about facing Huber, who blew a 
5-2 lead in the second set before 
finishing off Novotna, who never 
looked comfortable in the swirl- 
ing winds. 

“If I play like today, I can beat 
anyone,” said Sanchez Vicario, 
adding she feels she has improved 
in each of her three matches. “I 
served much better and moved 
the ball better.” 

If Sanchez Vicario beats Hu- 
ber, it will mark the first time that 
she and her brother, Emilio San- 
chez, will have made the finals of 
the same tournament. 

Mary Joe Fernandez said she 
was a little sore when she woke 
up Friday, a day after the rain- 
piagued schedule forced her to 
play two matches. 

“Yesterday was a very tough 
day,” she said. “Bnt I’ve been 
working out hard the last two 
weeks and I feel pretty fit. I feel 
I’m getting better with each 
match." 

Ferpandez hopes a recent 
coaching change will improve her 
aggressiveness and help her break 
through with a major tennis 
tournament victory. 


At 20 Fernandez already has 
some nice achievements- She 
advanced to the semifinals of two 
Grand Slam events last year 
Wimbledon and the Australian 
Open — and reached as high as 
No. 4 in the rankings. 

But afteT appearing on the 
verge on moving even higher, she 
has settled in at No. 8 heading 
into the Australian Open, which 
starts Monday in Melbourne. 
Although she reached at least the 
quarterfinals of 15 of her 18 
tournaments in 1991, including 
the finals twice, she came away 
without a victory. 

Fernandez has been working 
out since last month with Harold 
Solomon, who was among the top 
15 money-winners on the men's 
tour from 1974 to 1960. 

“He’s very tough, very intense, 
that’s what I need,” Fernandez 
said. 

“You have to be aggressive 
today,” said Fernandez. “It’s not 
enough just to get the ball back 
anymore. You have to take 
chances.” 

While she’s not expecting an 
immediate, drastic impact, she 
said Solomon has been working 
on making her more ag gr essive 
by forcing her to volley one- 
handed at the net and improving 
the follow-through on her serve. 

“I need to create more oppor- 
tunities for myself,” Fernandez 
said. 

She called Solomon “Three 
coaches in one” because he helps 
her with strategy, provides a good 
practice partner and works out 
with her in the gym. 


Difficult draw for Edberg at Australian Open 


MELBOURNE (Agencies) — 
World number one Stefan 
Edberg found Ivan Lendl and 
Boris Becker standing in the way 
of his hopes of a third Australian 
Open tide Friday. 

The Swede, who won the 
crown in 1985 and 1987, had little 
luck when the draw was made for 
the Grand Slam tournament 
which starts Monday. 

Though Edberg begins com- 
fortably enough against a quali- 
fier, he is scheduled to meet 
Lendl, the man who knocked him 
out in last year's semifinals, in the 
last eight and — assuming be 
survives — - defending champion 
Becker in the last four. 

The top-seeded Edberg would 
then have to (day American Jim 
Courier in a re-match of last 
September's U.S. Open final 
which the Swede won in straight 
sets. 

To add to the difficult draw, 
Edberg has worries about his 
form. He returned to playing only 
eight days ago after two months 
out of action with a knee problem 
and then a right wrist injury. 

The women’s draw has defend- 
ing champion Monica Seles and 
triple winner Steffi Graf expected 
to meet in the final here for the 


first time. 

In the quarter-finals, Yugosla- 
via's Seles should meet Jana 
Novotna, whom she beat in last 
year’s final after the Czechoslo- 
vak had knocked out Graf in the 
last eight 

Despite the tricky draw 
Edberg, who celebrates his 26th 
birthday during the tournament, 
has been made 3-1 favourite by 
the bookmakers. 

The men's draw sadly decided 
that either seventh seed Guy 
Forget or the entertaining Henri 
Leconte, who has been given a 
wild card, would last only one 
round at Flinders Park. 

The pair, partners in France’s 
superb Davis Cup final victory 
over the United States six week 
ago, were drawn to play .each 
other in the opening round. 


If Forget lives up to his seed- 
ing. he should meet Wimbledon 
champion Michael Stich of Ger- 
many, the number four, in the 
quarterfinals. 

Stich’s compatriot Becker, who 
briefly seized the world number 
one spot from Edberg after win- 
ning here last year, is seeded 
third. 

He begins this year's campaign 


Manchester United loss to 
QPR ‘was necessary tonic’ 


LONDON (R) — Manchester 
United face Everton at home in 
the English first division Saturday 
sure their loss to Queen's Park 
Rangers was a necessary, if bitter 
tonic. 

“Sometimes you need a kick up 
the backside," manager Alex 
Ferguson said after his side 
bounced back with a thrilling 
League Cup triumph at Leeds 
Wednesday. 

“That will be the watershed of our 
season. To go to Leeds and win 
is a feat at any time but to do so 
after our bad result against 
Queen's Park Rangers made it 
extra special." 

United fell from the top of the 
table when they were upset 4-1 at 
home by QPR in their last league 
game on New Year's Day. 


Leeds returned to the top with 
a 3-1 win at West Ham on the 
same day one point ahead of 
United. 

“The main thing though, is that 
we have shown that the QPR 
result is out of our systems so we 
can go on now confident of patting 
together another winning ran," 
Fergnsson said. 

The Scottish manager believes 
his ride have benefited from the 
defeat by QPR and are back on 
track for a league, F.A. Cup and 
League Cup treble. 

“It proved to the players that if 
you give less than 100 per cent, 
like they did against QPR, you 
will get punished,” he said. 

He will be satisfied with no- 
thing short of 100 per cent com- 
mitment against Everton. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIHSCH 

L 1991 Tr*um> Uma 5m*w « 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4AJ107 7532 AJ +K975 
The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

Pass 1 1 ? 

What action do you take? 


Q,2— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*AJ107 “532 !AJ +K975 
The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East Sooth 

Pans l v l 7 l * 

3 ?• Pass Pass ? 

* — preemptive 
What action do you take? 


Q.4 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*Q52 7Q82 AQ83 *K53 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 * Pass 2 NT Pass 

3 . Pass ? 

What action do you take? 


Q.5 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*A95 TAJ63 ->Q95 *1092 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

1 Db! ? 

What action do you take? 


Q.3 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦K9863 9A976 vK7 *A8 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 + Pass 2 NT 


What do you bid now? 


Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦J63 7KQ102 : AK1063 *K 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 ■: Dbl Rdbl Pass 

Pass 1 * 1 NT Pass 

7 

What do you bid nnw? 


against Swede Jan Gunnaisson 
and is due to meet Czechoslovak 
Karel Novacek in the last eight. 

American Pete Sampras is also 
seeded to reach the quarterfinals 
where he should play French 
Open champion Courier. 

Australia’s former Wimbledon 
champion Pat Cash, a finalist 
here in 1987 and 1988. has been 
given a wild card but could have 
trouble getting beyond the first 
round where he hrw Austrian 
Davis Cup player Hoist Skoff. 

Seles and Graf, both recover- 
ing from minor setbacks, will 
appreciate being eased into the 
tournament. 

World number one Seles, who. 
is getting over a pulled neck 
muscle, opens against Japan’s 
Akik o Kijimuta while Graf, who 
has had a middle ear infection, 
plays German compatriot Katja 
Oeljeklans in the first round. 

Graf is drawn in the same half 
as former U.S. Open champion 
Gabriela Sabatini of Argentina, 
seeded third, while Seles’s pro- 
jected semifinal opponent is Spa- 
niard Arantxa Sanchez Vicario, 
who lost to Novotna in the last 
four here a year ago. 

Meanwhile, John McEnroe, 
tossed out of the Australian Open 
on his last Writ two years ago, 
received a peace gesture Friday 
with a nasty catch from officials in 
the draw for next week’s Grand 
Slam event. 

The unseeded but always 
dangerous McEnroe was offered 
a first-round match against a low- 


ly, yet-to-be-deternrined quali- 
fier. 

But the officials kindness did 
not extend too far as they pointed 
McEnroe toward a third-round 
match » g«wKt defending cham- 
pion and No. 3 Boris Becker. 

Tournament referee Peter Bel- 
lenger said he recog n ised that 
McEnroe is a crowd-pleaser and 
hoped the fiery New Yorker 
would stick around at least to tire 
Becker match. McEnroe became 
the first player in Australian 
Open history to be ejected when 
he threw a temper tantrum during 
a fourth- round match against 
Mikael Pemfors in 1990. 

‘Tm sure the events of two 
years ago have been forgotten by 
John, and they’ve certainly been 
forgotten by me,” Bellenger said 
with a straight face. “When the 
players come on court, there are 
no grudges, and we’re all good 
friends.” 

Neither McEnroe nor the fans 
have forgotten what happened 
two years ago. But unless he is 
able to get past Becke r , McEnroe 
is not likely to have a similar 
impact on the strongest in Au- 
stralian Open history. 

The men’s and women's draws 
each boast 18 of the top 20 
players in the world. Only Andre 
Agassi, No. 10, and Sergj Bru 
guera. No. 11, are missing among 
the top men, while Martina Nav- 
ratilova, No. 4, and Nathalie 
Tauziat, No. 13, are the only 
women to skip the first of the 
year’s four major championships. 


SPORTS NEVIS IN BRIEF 


Lewis to seek 3 golds in Barcelona 


MILAN (AP) — Carl Lewis, voted the Best Athlete of 1991 in 
several world surveys, was quoted as saying he’s undecided in 
which events to shoot for three gold medals at the Barcelona 
Olympics. The American track star, who has a career record ofax 
Olympic titles, said he was contemplating trying the 200 metres. 
“I wfll test the 200 metros at the U.S. trials. After that I will 
decide which events to enter between the 100 metres, long jnmp, 
200 metres and relay. 1 hope to start in three events at 
Barcelona,” Lewis said in a telephone interview with Italjrs 
largest sports daily, Gazzetta Deflo Sport of Milan. He also said m 
the published interview that he aims to jump a world-record 30 
feet (9.15 metres) in the long jump, dethroning fellow country- 
man Mike Powell who upset Lewis in the long jump finals at the 
World Championships in Tokyo last year. 


Some big names skip Hamilton Games 


TORONTO (AP) —Canadian sprinter Karen Clarke has added 
her nam e to the list of athletes who won't be showing up for the 
Hamilton Spectator Indoor Games. Clarke palled out due to the 
flu, said race organiser Paul Gains who scrambled immediately 
afterward to replace her in the women’s 50-me tre sp rint. He 
found American Tanya Lawson, who won the 60 metres last week 
in Saskatoon. “Every year, about 10 per cent of die athletes get 
scratched,” said Gains. He has had a tough time calling in 
replacements lately. It started when Ben Johnson said he'd bypass 
the H amil ton meet in favour of the Ottawa Winter Nationals next 
week amid a brouhaha of alleged broken promises and fixed 
fields. With Johnson out, American Joe Deloach came in. 
Deloach upset Carl Lewis in the 200 metres at the 1988 Seoul 
Olympics, in an Olympic record time of 19.75 seconds. Then 
Daley Thompson, the world record bolder in the deca thlon, sent 
word be couldn’t make it because of problems with his wife’s 
pregenancy. He was to be a big headliner against current 
decathlon champion Dan O’Brien in a triathlon — shot put, 300 
metres and hi gh jnmp. 


Russia apply for IAAF membership 


LONDON (R) — Russia has applied for membership of the 
International Amateur Athletic Federation (IAAF). An IAAF 
official said Friday the federation had received an application to 
join the sport’s world governing body from the president of the 
All Russia Federation Valentin Balakahnichev. 


Algerian champion thinking of moving 


ALGIERS (AP) — Hasriba Boulmerka, the women’s world 
1,500-metre champion in track, is considering a move away from 
her native Algeria to avoid political problems. Boulmerka said in 
an interview with the Italian newspaper La Repubhca that sbe has 
been denounced by the high religious leaders of die Islamic 
Salvation Front for “ranning with naked legs in front of thousands 
of men.” The front, the main force in Algeria's Muslim 
fundamentalist movement, is poised to take control of p ar li a m ent 
after a landslide victory fon Dec. 26 in first-round elections. 
According to La Republics, Boulmerka, 23, indicated she wants 
to five in Siena, Italy, V the Salvation Front completes its victory 
in second-round-offs next Thursday. Boulmerka, who won the 
world championship in Tokyo last August, has a number of Italian 
connections. She was trained in Italy and has an Italian agent who 
also manages a number of African athletes. 


Cherkasov ousted In Auckland 


AUCKLAND (R) — Second-seeded Andrei Cherkasov lost 6-4 
6-2 to lower ranked American Malivai Washington in the upset 
quarterfinal of the ATP Men’s Auckland Tennis Tournament 
Friday. Washington’s powerful groundstrokes and rocket returns 
pressured the world 21 from the Commonwealth of Independent 
States throughout and he was unable to find any sort of rhythm. 
The superbly fit Washington, ranked 47 in the world, slammed 
down seven aces and dominated most of the play, though the pair 
were level pegging in the initial stages. In the other quarterfinals, 
Peruvian Jaime Yzaga halted German qualifier Markus Naewie’s 
fine ran at the $182,000 tournament 6-3 7-6 in a two-bour baseline 
game. Canadian Grant Connell beat top New Zealand and 
wildcard entry Kelly Everaden 64 7-6 to reach the third semifinal 
of his six-year professional singles career. Connell and Yzaga will 
meet m the semifinal Saturday. 


Belgian world cup veteran to retire 


BRUSSELS (R) — Belgian international striker Jan Ceulemans, 
capped a ream! 96 time by his country, said Friday be would 
retire because of a knee injury. “There’s virtually no chance any 
more that HI play again,” Ceulemans said in a telephone 
interview. He said he still had to talk to the management of his 
Belgian side chib Brugge but expected to be allowed to quit now. 
If not, be will retire at the end of the season when his contract 
expires. 



6RAMPA ALWAYS 
TOP ME YOU CAN 
0AVE JUST AS MUCH 
FUN SLIDING DOWN 
A HILL IN A 
, CARDBOARD BOX 
\A50NA5LED.. 



Andy Capp 



Mutt‘n’Jeff 


SQUARE ON 
WEEKDAYS 
AND ROUND 
\OS SUNDAYS. 1 



FORECAST FOR SATURDAY JANUARY 11, 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer , ; CarrOS Rigtm Founaahoh 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Don’t be too over anxious about 
having s good time today since half 
of the things you have planned 
won’t work out the way you expect 
them to. Be careful of spending 
anything you don’t have in hand. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You can find what can bring you 
more baric awareness of the needs 
of members of your own dan and 
can help them get what they want 
with gratitude in return. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) A 
fine day for renewing a right spirit 
within you and for making sure 
your life is trended in directions 
that are constructive to you.. 

GEMINI: (May 22 to June 21) You 
certainly have an urge to concen- 
rate on money matters now bur if 
you think less about specific sums 
and concentrate on being abundant 
you get ahead quickly. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) This is your day to get 
together with those who are able to 
help you get your personal desires 
and to join happily in social life. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
have the need now to quietly get 
rid of whatever is standing in the 
way of your advancement and to 
make a point to help those in 
trouble. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) A day to get together with 
-friends and acquaintances you like 


and with whom you would tike to 
have considerable more contact in 
the days ahead. .. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You can get ont in the world of 
activity now nod ready show-da*, 
vou have a sense of woridhaessasti- 
acccpr responsibilities of a pubfit 
nature consc te ntiouriy. 

SCORPIO: {October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) There are so many new 
opport un ities for you now that you. 
should be on your toes to accept 
those that appeal to you and ex- 
tend your influence. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Look for ways ro 
know answers by being stiU for 
awhile and then you get a flash 
inspiration what is' best for you to 
do to forge ahead. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20} This is your lime to 
make sure you do handle those 
tensions with others so you are 
really 'living the Golden Rule and 
showing others you warn to 
cooperate. 

AQUARIUS: (January 1 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You like to help others with 
their problems and this is an excel- 
lent day for you to do so since you 
get more credit from so doing also. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) A day to realty have a bah and 
to do whatever is your own special 
hangup so be up and off early 
seeing the persons and doing the 
things you like. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“I have a muscular build. I'm 
shaped like a giant bicep." 


k- - 


if- » 
■ ■=*£ 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble .these lour Jumbles, 
one letter tb each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


VOBEA 

m 3 


ROBOK 



LG 

□ 

: a 


Tl 

HE 

RAH 1 



Hi 



FLYNUK 



_ 



HE HAS NO HANG- 
UPS— WHICH IS WHY 
EVERYTHING'S THIS. 

V 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: BIPED HONEY 


(Answers Monday) 
SCARCE PERMIT 


Answer. She Bed to her husband because sbethouatu h 
was her duty to do this— PRAISE HIM 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Isdrod 
6 •'Cal Me — " 

11 CWW's game 

14 Emcee's task 
tor short 

15 Resin 

16 Grayish-white 

17 Film by 27 A 

19 Prince Htrabuni] 

20 Ancient Aslan 
empire 

21 Formulates 
23 Fame 

26 On one's toes 

27 Rim figure 

32 Altar events 

33 It poet 

34 Berk 

35 — couture 
37 Improvise 

musically 
41 Mrs. Heimsley 

43 Transition In 
music 

44 sobriquet ot 
27A 

48 Or. bland 

49 Scflian mount 

50 Do surgery 
52 Some cigars 
57 Aardvark tidbit 
56 Film by 27 A 

61 Saitft — Marie 

62 Canvas prop 

63 Old It City 

64 Pronoun 

65 Pares pounds 
% Antiquated 





***** S«rw*». Inc 
Al ngms ReMTMd 


DOWN 

1 Jwo — 

2 Adam's 
grandson 

3 Established 
norms: abbr. 

4 Playing card 

5 Reddish-brown 
horses 

6 Lode yields 

7 Moslem caliph 

B Pot party 

9 lows city 

10 Accidents 

11 Chin, capital 

12 Nautical term 

13 Wraith 


18 Pleasant 
22 Ended 

24 Put in motion 

25 The one there 

27 Show sorrow 

28 Hasten 

29 Body ol water 
abbr. 

30 Wefl-faed 

31 Peer Gynt's 
mother 

35 — polloi 

36 Actors' org, 

38 Muslim 
tide 

39 Silent 

40 Vigor 

42 Chosen 

43 Actor's aim 

44 — et quarante 
(gamWng 

. flame) 

45 "The Scarlet 

Letter*- heroine 

46 mil men 

47 Organic 
compound 


Yesterday's Panto Sriraft 


nrararari room 
anmnnrininFifin nm 

nnn 

hhiir Rnnn 

nooBBrinROj 

nrrpSJJS rannn oral 

grana onnra nons 


48 Join a party 
without an 
Invitation 

51 Bangkok native 

53 Approximately 


64 Loony . , 

55 Sffie phrase.. 

56 Carriage.: 

SS Ethnic endtag 
(SGProcm 
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Gulf war fails to bend performance 
and profitability of banks in Jordan 


By Saba Shawm 

SaedxL ta she Jordan Times 


AMMAN The rmiiriai pfr- 

‘iununegnr the n an icing SCCIOT in 

Jo idac auiiug 1991 was b rignt 
to wipe away the uncsr- 
canny and '-ntuiuiw^ of the nest 
three mouths when die Gulf war 
duntfed the cshhbiic qbdbos qe 
die region. 

General nxanagexs of seveuu 
i , wiiifc mrervaiwea by the ioidan 
Times over the past week; re- 
ft tMTBrf ihfti, hwm womed 

aver the rinandai p er r orinau ce of 

their banks far mnnrtK, they b B *7 
vzded results i 

jam a siivjitly hniiq ptnfiMhiSty 

rtem chat recoroed in 1990 to a 
Higher tera of 50 per cent above 

111! lilt figlh t 1 ! Of f ^ ^ WfllTC 

year. 

The hansets. a owevei, cam- 
■ jfartnipg af b eing a wash with reran 
i^bi ff f ^ ■ nog iing. wjlil Fit^n Bpiwri- 
ity :har jas increased 
jemendoasiy cine to the iarge- 
3csue de pos i t s at mutuexs from 

rfw fruif f pniifrffg 

They seemea to agree cm many 
l i ff i f T wc uy or c e nt ra l ham* pon- 
ses. except those wmch covered 
±e mettirea nsana merge same 

r ntfihirinfK a gaine r t rilT 

-niln wrng ant wrmift mf the 
interviews: 

. 4 rail Bmrir f-frrii 

tTiairnian and. GeXXli Mairaw - 
jsr Ahrinl Majeed Sh muan said 
~tnrt the Azatr Bank’s aperaxums: 

TT lltdfe Kii l^l'IfllTT iffl'jW THfM'l 1 TtT ffl#» 

'Wmrt half of faar ywir awri rttarf 

1991 profit was sngfniy better 
than that of the preamms vear. He 
a nt ed that deposits increased, by 
aboiir 20-25 per cent due. ta the 

".'iffm' OT (Wnnn»w WtST. na rhw- 

negative- sice, effected, the 
ailmie cf l r anwe n r winch rrg— 
uaxh* nourished: the hank’scossr 

mrnpr n asmess- 

Mx. Shaman nwr H hil'imh in 
general wa s gooa mth, Hw? rwwfc- 
wuid: focus chi M>pm ii»g credir 
co bade preneers by the twiniw w 
andesoeemiy and industry wnkzr 

Vend [M UU1UIB ffgpn rra 

The Arab Barrt: t mir ma B rOc— 
•nkiiw f nnii nnniw itnit Tni' iwnuin 

i^nks were baying mfaor.proh-. 
4ems, wrtii bad debts *nw tenay- k 
anenr capabfflies aha menfibned ! 
jgtf rhe.Aratr Bantiaskuifau 
one pet cent of its. padfitBa as 
■ y ‘HfptfH* cxemfcs. 

Mr. ffh emm i j w pc m Vrf in— 
innew by praising the nave af 
■he ceutiak fame to nee i n tere st 
razes ta sunpiy and demand, 
iroces. He highly vametithehefly 
imatase in faicagn eaenange re- 
aosves. that tue c e ut ial bank sne- 

XBded HZ Ii iliiding. 


Jnnim KilWSk Bd^ 

“It was a gooa year,” Jordan 
Kuwait Bank General Manager 
Mohammad Iamjonm q«. “The 
rooting of our balance sheet 
•mnost doubled dolin g 1991. ex- 
ceeding JD 100 rnii!irm. “ 

Mr. Jamjotun said ociknilv 
soared by 90 per cent aver the 
1990 tnra| ana the n^wdrs. m 

TQragn CDIICDCY ^wnf fin pY nC2T- 

ly 200 pe r c an . He added that the 
bank's liquidity naa risen by 3&5 
oer cent. 

“I b efie w e. me pi m liabilit y has 
improved by az 50 per < , nni . 
despite being dun tremenriousiy 
.mi ring the fits three months, 
because th i^ nant fj>Mig fi the 

itmUffif' nrnnr mtirtiat i Tyyd » 

og drop 1 in deposits.’* Mr. iam- 
iatnn yp nd. Mini tbe 

has now rec o vered by making 
good p rofit : ana rec o nning fast 
eKpashs. 

Me. Jamjamrt ptmHed. to the 

’mhwfTiwf fl ffCtP T ^ owTro ^ im — 

jar area set for growth am pto- 
nrabffirv for Doth rhw txazkmai 

i Bm B Hiy anrt rtw muri ng wmr 

in 1992. Hie timber pr e d i c t ed that 
banking in Jordan was. going 
through, a development: u i uc c as . 
Jang ievnahsea by new manage- 
m e nt . of “new pJoadT as he put 

Thc resatt. acc ording ly, wouid 
oe aefimndy a oiange tn* miming 
services. Mr. ianuoum said. 

Me. Jamjuum disagreed with 
Che system of hank mergers and 
said: that: nsdmjug tbe muster of 

ffaailXEL m^til iifmnc m Hie K ino- 
fi am madrf be OV m wpnjr 

pfirity- wirh aauingnne 

ad mt through, amalg a mating 
£wo weak fame*-, thus achieving 

SB 1 1 rftl yiypvC ■ rH lW%fiy _ 

g iBi iie s Rank 

B rfpnwjt Rank Onew ii Mam. 
■j w- F afch rf Htlhe-w d ffeerr m ftrr 1001 
38 p unman’ ' a rhe tnunfiai 

. » nriinumre tt/at wnnff ffl nrnn; 

lie year to a no-toss emiii ig after 
niiamg; Rjrmc tank o ver the 
three rmwiariiMt, of the Bank of 
Credir. and Grunm C r cc i nt e nm - 
dbmud:fBGCB lot larttta. 


“Ha November and Deaa nhe r. 
the. Business Ratiic yn r^ p w twl in 
revriaiising is opsanaiB ana 

amieyff T u nirii m«U jj 

Buy to am tteyearwnjmut any 
joss. 1 * Mr. 3Hhei*i said. 

Mr. Befbeed ^nn wi iuinn ik 

iwt w | fc a rc at Tie [ neyl and. 

jntfer at the axmumy* and 

"XHIllCfl tO ftJiiitiiw i^^w lOlCUjB 

-n t iai i M i jimt trav ellers pi w r p i gc 


mg the Golf costs deposits went 
dona and profit daxeasaz by 20 
per fw * compared: to the pre- 
vk» naanihs af 1990. 

The Business Banxr general 
manag er, who previously beaded 
BCG tn Jordan, said thar from 
Mazda 1991 undf Jnfy 5 worn tie 
central bank dosed BCd hr Seay 
dm. the three brandies, last 75 
pec ce nt af the deaporiis. 


Mr. that Jordan 

was overcrowded with hftnlft and 
though t T nm i wi ii rtn was iieill&y r 
be supponed mergers an solid 
'.taxis and at the free wiD. of the 
Inmiit'y , 3c ShWHI Cl ill agaiiw 

compuhorv metgexs and sank 

,fc jt IKS Hw* (iHl giyg TTT limn . 

aer of hjnyy that IS w l r hi— 

mergexs. f is coming np with 
miirf banks.” 

Jordan Guff R— *• 

ri ypian tin If Rank GtSKzai 

Idanagra: Waleed KrT w i n r Hj iir 

*t}g mgT Mift fiii iii f ft nr fin- hank 

jitfimrf not be h irt^iiii— i ff i mdicar 
dve of the perfarmance and 
suouid. not be read, deezky iTim 
iTrrairar lonzan Gulf Bank was 
an miw mw a. n^niumf i n ^ pm— 
ass “to meet the re qmTrmciit s of 

ITS * mJniTU- i c nTr mhit aim minui 

bases.” 

Mr. gheiiaiiafa. howeve r , said 
diait fa general dw- }?ffv Ecr r » | ai i | T- 
was good. 

‘‘We were actnaily afraid of 
taking-arf after the end of the 
Golf cnsci bnt deposits ii rw n w wt 

3iw fhinwv a wir hank to oormal 
averages.” the general manager 
aid. 

Me SbeinUiafa pomted to the 
conttoversy ovenneigczs but es- 
piessea sa iisfactimr thar these 
mergess wouid create a beUer 

T it iMM i rirman- ^wmc with tfcfc 
mi i ri w rrr r wnmiin r itif hawkww 

laws amt regmatiam- 
MastrM 
TTnrinfnnrnt Bank 

Taber ITaiiMiij [yigiHi mam — 
ger or the ihdwsoial Doefap- 

aignr Rank ( Il IK ) rg iu MM iff that- 

1S9I wasarecoz dy ea cu ztennsaf 

" It Had li^^n t ^ t wkic n* 

canid h a » ft h^ ^ T i even, a better 
y ear;' * Qe garramiT mid- Ama. 
Singly, tbe EDE snowed gnd 
W'|«"|=|«T is 1991.'* 

The lDB grief predkzed the 

export WITfirt HVifinn^ to 

■ead m the narinwyt immnw ^rt jy 


was the Doa-cntoitiocsi azea at 
.msine.« ana it mu sbowzi tee 
aest perfanxEnsxL 
Dr. Sanaan desenbea the awu- 
jy af banking n Jordan as gooc 
out not good eoougn corrnjsrea to 
the imesnarionai leva. He said 
boreaucracy ana siaw service 
were main features of hamchi^ m 

I onian ana be naoea Aat me 
oroegas of consolidation ana mer- 
jpts would show Detter ascecrs. 

^ firiffah Bank at tbe 
Mkkfle East 


Derek Keflv. general na anger 
of the Bdxish Basic az the Middle 
Saa (BBME) said be eroectec a 
better pfflfain nrrr last vear. 
rtem in 1990- thougu '^t was z 
difilnnir snuaocm - * 

“3y the erm of Mara i99!. 
BBME was Jennie oacs on rracs 
as we expected. Jiuce .‘uiv 
me pexrormance imnrovecl. ' be 

•3T(i 

!/b. Kdtv exmamea that dur- 
ing the Gmf crisis, jspecjjlv iu 
January, the oanx s oeposii oort- 
fbfid drooped bv 25 per cant. 
However, ne nareo. die remmees 
rever se d the trend ana the cans 
opened, over L30G new accounts 

d u ring ftn- latn mnnnw q; I suet 

near. 

The BBME general manager 
desufisd the policies of rlv» cen- 
tral Hamc as “rensibie” js i: to- 
fBtiK my reemvm? ^j iiiHfnin 
or email ann wwic banirc 

■Weak bams in the mancet 
ewerynoav nervous.” Mr. 
Seily said. 

Me Kdiy renmasiseo. the im- 
portance as na unzmis g ccseness 
with customers -nn «a;d ttie 
BBME would be nodazisg. ns 
■ sysnaus . ana szyte af services dur- 
ing axis: year. 

-ktab Jordan mvesunem 3amt 


The deputy g e nie t n i marr->-y-r qq f 
the . i vrab Jordan, inve s t m e nt 
i^arrir Ai QadE Said that 

profit for 1991 was goad, better 
than the pre v ious vear. although 
the figures might nor reflect the 
ino-ease because the omrit was 
fmancmgdtecasrorsemiigtmsix 
new in joraaxc. 

Me Ai Gadz ssuz the limridity 
was so irisit ax Che nans ana be 

■ •j wi' t f if fhw t t-i m i i w.v Tim- niaciny 

their deposits, aret bringing up the 
large inc re as e: He. bo w e ve r. 
noted that liqnirifty might stay 
iihh for i im? pending: the 

aea uai far crednwonhy doit ow - 
ers. 


The export sector 
.will ccnuzue zo 
lead in rhe national 
tccncmy as it was 
.he non- traditional 

ires or business 
me iz had shown ■ 
zhe test 
performance 

-ZnsnoL one 
recrease m zhe 
n nm cer of banks 
mans behind 
me mergers. It 
_5 co min g up with, 
soiid banks ‘ 

Banking in. Jordan 
is going thro ugh 
i development 
process oemg 
revitalised by new 
management or 
'new blood ‘ 

j. Js rs i $_ rp 

TBJlks 

12 3. VC BO jU&IQT 

oroblems with 

— 

baa debts 

'Weak banks 
in the market 
maKe 
everybody 
nervous' 


MltYU — the gfikkei' avera ge fell 731 .74- pamtsto 22L383-9SL 
Rmb^ii said fbnagnezs: «nd nxmnsiual investors oeser ted rtn* 

1*^*1^!* m n naiiTmir nnwiii h^mpwr rh^ m^ fillip i j out 
fixtures mmrtti 1 ^ 

HMMrilBr — Hiazes: enaed at an eignt-week: hi gh propoled 
Bygmi»iiii|i nptimwiiir rhaffTginijiii SEeel isdosccy pay talks cocdd 
end: soon with. a. modezsxe nwHmiwn- The Dax index: outpep - 
founni cuhci Euroucsur nmtlBh. tor end 2S195 pozms HioT—, at 
UBHS.TL. 

LCSflEKB^^B): — gbflowt^msttttete yiiig an d- a id&^rag s:fag \. | I w i khji — L ower interesr rates, s. nmher aeemre in inflatkm. 


Japan’s 1991 vehicle sales 
drop fbr first time in ten years 


py ^Fni»in feiwpi wfiuiiy Ddb^DB.DBBiPS.5dg: 

flag S^tIiW LfflDSCf 

iT-SL ranlfoiL 

IWTTS AiO»r- USSBMS 

**iini«iiuw tfalbr 

LSS85N5 

DcmiuJraxn far 

IJBBBWg 

Dateh. gamfecc 

L38885SS 

Smos. Manx 

SZDJilS 

i3dffliuf francs- 


hNwi^li 

IT77ZU7S 

‘laHfin bins 

I2SL73BSS 

ranaacse yen 

5L691ME5& 

idwedrit lithv 

^T4flftrai 

fAtelC^II uuinini 

•iasaufioa 

Tanim nrmw 

Onr- wuwi> rf grid 357-f»357^a 

7T<T dnWBr 


up 7.S poms a r L0KT.'9_ 

RABTS An iwfj nwinijiy MTnfiifemj nuiiirai mtuiiiiwfi an wniy j 

m.MiiiinJErfay pimii Iiuhv to Beep uuge gaiiis canzeg ctver from: | 
Tfanaiy. The CAC40 mdex ««wrf amy maigiimiiy op r qt { 


betaw Tbnxsuays nmanai fiarliffidg. \ 

LONDON jaza r e s Me » PMMf . aa i gfriy grwiy hit hy m i T n r jan »rk | 

spexaiarim: and a. wear Watt Stee efc The fimriwi 70 ft I 
ponds down ar 2L477J. ] 

POfW ¥CKK — Shares tnmpfed m vofatiie midday traae after a t 
mixed: PecgmiMar a uempkiyu gait reporr e x meens oraarthe eco- < 
many aTMC dgrnnaaa haneg nf anntlwr mfw nBa: rare* mt At- 17TT ( 
caCE. baas Dow was ckiwu 2UB pomt s ar 3JB7^4. ’ 


TOKYO (AP) — Motor vetride 
sales m Japan fell by 3.9 oer cent 
in 1991. die first year-to-year 
dec line in 10 yeais. the Xmau 
A uw i no n il fe Dealers Assoriari o n 

H^ul 

Of the 5.74 rrmlkHi v e hi c l e s 
sold, imponed veizicies 
ac c ounte d far 199^20, down 10,7 
per cent from 1990. said assodar 
tini> « |>iiwuii»n ttfidmo Sat to. 

Mr .^ a rt p artTilm^p fl f|«» ffro 
ihi hjIT Har S r w a m i9Bl fa SB 

ecanamfa stamp, a new iaw to 

ijnrk iki yi ii mi irfejiHi purjnigt' Mnrf 


lupin f i iirrrrfr qb ■ ■ KSSUES. 

Mr 5iri^n ifaia t ^if 'p f lff i l W -W i r 
biu m u pan ini tarty affected, fare- 
~ ^n rarg, wffii ttt 3S. Inxzzzy 

items. 

He said 4.027^95 cars were 
ssAd in 199L down ctj per cent; a. 
recant L.S93.25T H ac k s, op Xtt 
*r am 23*^796 b usfff . down 

4iS i*r f T - n t L aiL comna text with. 
1991 

Mr, tracks hflo cc^~ 

seartive years: n ecanse af the 
■■■niufaiQLy ot i i a j ift At jo u ai . vefc- 








1 j 






i l 

ppf* ■ , ., ] 


: 1 1*9 

J 



A& at Ttmssk && J at- 9 ar 



aes. 

ai 1961. tbe decline was 2 j 6 per 
■rent trout tbe previous year, ne 
sank. 

The Japan A nrnmnniip Twnnr - 

f EF T ir AsREDOon said detailed, fi- 
gures far 1991 foreign vwride 
sales in Japan, wooid be 

AT the <eaoing oeaier for 
ToyoroMfltarGorp^Janairs No. 
1 awn ■ rates fafl bv 15 .4 
percenriu 199L. to 102-522 veni- 
ci ffs . because or izdsits. ousiness 
slowdown, ott offi c ia l said. 

. alrafflT l ^iI-^h hii OT Tokvo 

Tbyapee Motor Sales ana Co. 
said dig dealer raised, its armnai 
rmerest tans far auto loans liuni 


-2-75 oer cent to 15.75 oa Nov. i. 
-990. immediately alter Jaoan's 

XBHIl P-1 r r nrwfi {q '££& ,C3SQ— • 

ag rare iron 5C5 to diW per 
35 E_ 

■'fr. Tstzsana said the dealer 
Mw ’.vas considering cunmg its 

-£U3?5S£ TZteSi 3 ±£ egwryp.) hemig 
.iaa caz its lecaieg raze by aaif a 
■percentage pamr ro -zS oer cent 
ju Cec. IL a boost the sagging 
economy. 

To register new cars, owners 
must snow that they cave iriaccs 
"0 oast them:. 3iC after registra- 
tion. come career their g a rag e * or 
pandas; ioi space erm f rai -pf be- 
cause of the nigh fftet ma pane 
avermgpt cn the streets: instead. 



STOTQSSEir, near Sa&attSBj/, sonasting of 3 bearonms. 
afritng mner r jwjkig rcxffn, tnodfiftt kitchen, ojv&ett car 
CQX3QEL. 

lestsR JD493ftriDEittL One yearmnn. 

?Emeconm-m^tBb8ambBtnsiiS4ft£3«r \ 




Address: GJ>.C. Box 1573. 

31/4 Soi Pauoamch. 
^a|auronqse rtcL 3amofsenc. 
Bangkok 101 GO. Thar lane. 
Tel: 2246B39L 224755S. 


Jelot: 21640 GURDEV TH. 

Jading: :extde cnece- qooas at ail land, 
leaoy maos garmem 
^uto Scare Farts in Jaoanese cars. 
Josu«ks. 

.Ul en quirrrt are w rarnmr We eagre oar fcffi sancss. 


FOR RE^ST 
rumishea Apsnme^ 

Twa tKnrcnms. sitting room, family ana ainhc r ocm . Jiree 
vega n oasL. twa oafaroems. caitrai tiesung, garage ana garden. 
L oc atio n. 3imeisanr. nssa* ifia European 'JcmmaTiiv ueiegar- 
tksT 

Call tel. 538893 


PUP NEEDS HOME 

"^H l c He s T ’ was lounct in amriing vmss a. month ago ana wouid i 
toetfmnsam’dteilaf hyptfflwrTBaif not fauna, hie that a t 

CSnistnias present until the rtovdty ware arf! Qflier naient^ 
owners esciaad he might grew a oit toe aigi He is a Drays. ; 
happy, iiv«y 4-rrKHTtb-c^l crean itasstiy-tsrai puppy, is tt^e ■ 
anyone wnacai ah^nknacnmeg/lAlferrimwLq ri^tTmrtiiy i) . 
He ctesfflv^ to live atter airvivirttT so far. 

Tfaeae ring MtJtt. Chris Lam 












































































Bomb 

shakes 

British 


government 

offices 

LONDON (Agencies) — A 
bomb exploded Friday morning 
near the Ministry of Defence and 
about 300 metres from Prime 
Minister John Major's office. 
Police said there were no injuries. 

Police had sealed off the area 
after a caller claiming to be from 
the Irish Republican Army (IRA) 
telephoned a warning to the Lon- 
don bureau of CBS News, rhe 
U.S. network, 30 minutes befote 
the blast. 

The blast during the height of 
rush-hour at 9:10 a.m. (0910 
GMT) shook buildings and shat- 
tered windows in the Whitehall 
area, where many government 
offices are located. 

“It was like a clap of thunder, a 
rambling." said Wyn Langron, a 
press assistant at the London Fire 
Brigade. 

A Scotland Yard spokes- 
woman. who by custom cannot be 
named, said: “It wasn't in a car. 
It was a package." 

Hie doorman and banqueting 
manager at the National Liberal 
Club, about metres from the ex- 
plosion. said earlier it was a car 
bomb. The size of the device was 
not known. 

The IRA stepped up its bomb- 
ing campaign in Northern Ireland 
and in Britain before Christmas. 

Northern Ireland was hit by 
more than a dozen bomb alerts at 
the time of Friday's explosion in 
London, police said. Several 
streets in Belfast were sealed off 
and a shopping complex in the 
city centre was evacuated but 
nothing was found. 

‘n February, the IRA launched 
a rrvivsiie into the garden of Mr. 
Major’s lO Downing St. resi- 
dence from a car parked in Horse 
Ousirds. only a block from the 
srene of Friday's car bomb in 
V/nitehail Place. 

Conservative lawmaker Robin 
Squire, who was in Downing 
Street when Friday's bomb ex- 
ploded, said Mr. Major had left 
for 3 meeting about 10 minutes 
earlier. 

“We can’t tell you where he 
was. but we can tell you he wasn't 
here. We're not discussing his 
location,’ said a Downing Street 
spokesman, who by custom also 
was not named. 

Police cars, ambulances and 
fire engines had raced to the area 
south of Trafalgar Square, which 
remained sealed through the 
morning. 

CBS News in London said it 
received a phone call about half 
an hour before the blast from a 
man who identified himself as 
being from the IRA. and gave a 
code word. The network warned 
Scotland Yard. 

Adrian Monck. the assignment 
editor who received the call, said 
"at 0830 GMT. a guy called direct 
to the news desk, (and) said. 
*IRA. There's a bomb in 
Whitehall Place. It will co off in 
30 minutes."’ 

The National Liberal Gub. 
near the bomb site, overlooks the 
Thames River, about 2lz blocks 
from Westminster Abbey. Big 
Ben and the Houses of Parlia- 
ment. Downing Street is only a 
few blocks away. 

Igor Gromyko, a freelance 
journalist from Moscow staying 
at the nearby Horse Guards 
Hotel said he was jogging about 
100 metres away. 

"I see this blast and I see a lot 
of smoke and a lot of dust. It was 
a terrifying experience." he said. 

Neill Flavin, who was doing 
excavating work for British gas at 
Trafalgar Square about half a 
kilometre away, said: “It’s like 
nothing I’ve every heard, much 
louder than a shotgun blast. 

"We were using the jackham- . 
met and had muffs on and we still i 
heard it. You could feel the 
ground shaking." 

The bomb exploded a day after 
U.S. Secretary of Defence Dick 
Cheney visited both the Ministry 
of Defence and Downing Street- 
He flew to Germany Friday 
morning. 

The army called out several 
hundred additional part-time sol- 
diers in Belfast Thursday in re- 
sponse to the upsurge in IRA 
bombings in the Northern Ireland 
capital. Six Urge bombs have 
exploded there in the last two 
months. 

The IRA’s military campaign, 
supported by a minority of Ro- 
man Catholics in Northern Ire- 
land, grew out of the Catholic 
civil rights protests and violent 
clashes of the 1960s. 

Hie IRA has attacked police 
and army units in its effort to end 
British rule in the province, and it 
has killed people who it says were 
Protestant paramilitaries, infor- 
mers or collaborators with British 
rule. 

Since 1969. the IRA has killed 
more people than any other 
group in Northern Ireland. In 
1991, the IRA was responsible 
for 40 of the 94 deaths attributed 
to Sectarian and political violence. 




ministers 


promise 


EC to resume truce 
monitoring in Croatia 


MOSCOW (API — Foreign 
ministers of the new Common- 
wealth of Independent States met 
Friday, with its two most power- 
ful members Russia and Ukraine 
— split over who should inherit 
the remnants of the Soviet 
Armed Forces. 

But foreign ministers for both 
former Soviet republics expressed 
hope that a compromise could be 
found. 

Ukraine has tried to assert con- 
trol over the prestigious Black 
Sea Fleet, one of the jewels of the 
Soviet Navy, and also has taken 
steps toward gaining control over 
land-based forces based on 
Ukrainian soil. 

Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin said Thursday that Russia will 
never allow its neighbour to take 
over the fleet of 45 surface 
warships and 300 smaller vessels. 

“The Black Sea Fleet was, is 
and will be Russia's,” the TASS 
News Agency quoted him as tell- 
ing aircraft workers during a tour 
of provincial Russian cities. 

Ukrainian Foreign Minister 
Anatoly Zlcnko said Friday that 
Mr. Yeltsin’s comments “caused 
surprise, and that's putting it 
mildly." He added that he 


Roh seeks 
to end 
dispute 
over 

successor 

SEOUL (R) — South Korean 
President Roh Tae-Woo, seeking 
to end a factional dispute within 
his ruling party, said Friday a 
convention would be held to 
nominate its candidate for pres- 
idential elections this year. 

Citing economic problems, he 
also announced he was indefinite- 
ly postponing local polls, among 
four sets of elections due this 
year. The opposition attacked the 
derision as “unpardonable and 
anti-democratic." 

Mr. Roh, at a news conference, 
denied fresh allegations that he 
had taken political funds from 
businessmen but said he had re- 
ceived donations for charitable 
| causes. 

The president, constitutionally 
barred from standing for a second 
five-year term, said he would not 
name a successor. Instead, the 
Democratic Liberal Party (DLP) 
would hold a convention after 
general elections expected in 
March or April. 

"It is against the principles of 
democracy for me to name a 
specific person as my successor in 
the presidential race.” he said. 

The DLP was formed in 1990 
after Mr. Roh's party merged 
with two opposition groups, one 
led by Kim Young-Sam. The 
party's three factions have been 
bitterly divided over the pres- 
idential candidate and how he 
should be selected. 

"The candidate of our party 
will be chosen in an open and free 
competition after the general elec- 
tions under the party’s regula- 
tions." Mi. Roh said. 

Mr. Roh indicated that Mr. 
Kim, his former political oppo- 
nent and now party executive 
chairman, was the leading con- 
tender. "I and the people recog- 
nise the fact that Chairman Kim 
has long worked for democracy in 
this nation." he said. 

He said Mr. Kim would head 


thought the remarks were made 
“in the heat of the moment.” 
"This issue cannot be decided 
on a podium.” he said before the 
meeting of the 11 foreign minis- 
ters. "It deserves our sitting down 
at the negotiating table and sear- 
ching for acceptable solutions.” 
There were also conciliatory 
words from Russia's foreign 
minister, Andrei Kozyrev, who 
expressed hope that the two 
states could find a mutually 
acceptable solution to the dis- 
pute. 

Mr. Kozyrev said he favoured 
joint use of the former Soviet 
Union’s armed forces during a 
transition period. 

On Thursday, Ukrainian Presi- 
dent Leonid Kravchuk tempor- 
arily defused the dispute by 
announcing a six-month post- 
ponement of his demand that the 
fleet switch allegiance to 
Ukraine. TASS and Russian 
Television reported. 

Mr. Kravchuk said Ukraine 
would agree to put the fleet under 
the control of the Commonwealth 
of Independent States as long as 
the ships carry nuclear weapons. 

But after July, when the last of 
the nuclear weapons are sche- 


TBILISI (AP) — Thousands of 
mourners wept Thursday at fun- 
erals Tor two men killed at a rally 
in support of Zviad Gamsakhur- 
dia, and the ousted president was 
quoted as saying he would not 
rale out forming a government in 
exile. 

The streets of Tbilisi, where 
fierce fighting raged for more 
than two weeks, were coming 
alive again with shoppers and 
motorists. Stores reopened and 
residents eagerly bought news- 
papers that were published 
Wednesday for the first time 
since the fighting broke out Dec. 
22 . 

The exception was the area 
around central Rustaveli Pros- 
pect, the scene of the heaviest 
battles over the Georgian parlia- 
ment, where Mr. Gamsakhurdia 
was holed up for 16 days before 


LONDON ( AP) — U.S. Defence 
Secretary Dick Cheney has said 
that the West must brace for the 
spread of nuclear weapons to new 
nations following the breakup of 
the Soviet Union. 

He said reports that Libya 
offered jobs to two Russian nuc- 
lear experts were indicative of the 
growing threat of nuclear prolif- 
eration. The scientists turned 
down the jobs, according to 
Vyacheslav Rozanov of the Kur- 
chatov Institute of Atomic Ener- 

gy- 

“I think that... as a result of the 
breakup of the former Soviet 
Union, the prospects for prolif- 
eration of technology, personnel 
who are knowledgeable about the 
technology and weapons of mass 
destruction, have significantly in- 
creased,” he said. 

Mr. Cheney spoke to reporters 
at the start of a six-day visit to 
Britain and Germany to consult 
key allies on military issues fol- 
lowing the Soviet collapse. 

During an hour-long meeting. 
Prime Minister John Major and 
Mr. Cheney discussed a wide 


duled to be removed from the 
ships, the fleet must belong to 
Ukraine. Mr. Kravchuk said. 

Mr. Kravchuk. Mr. Yeltsin and 
the leaders of the other two for- 
mer Soviet republics with 
strategic nuclear weapons. Be- 
larus and Kazakhstan, have 
agreed to place all nuclear arms 
under a unified command. When 
President Mikhail Gorbachev res- 
igned last month, he gave the 
launch codes to Mr. Yeltsin. 

But Mr. Kravchuk has insisted 
that Ukraine have the right to 
block the launching of any nuc- 
lear weapons from its territory. 
He said Thursday that a device 
soon would be installed in his 
office giving him the ability to 
prevent a launch — although not 
to order one. TASS reported. 

Mr. Yeltsin's comments, his 
strongest yet on the issue, re- 
flected Russia’s deep emotional 
and historical attachment to the 
fleet established by Catherine the 
Great in 1783. 

Thousand of Russians, many of 
them sailors, rallied Wednesday 
in the fleet's home port of Sevas- 
topol against Ukrainian control 
over the ships. 

Mr. Kravchuk says Russia is 


fleeing Monday to Armenia. Peo- 
ple still gaped at the shattered 
buildings hit by artillery and rock- 
ets. 

Mr. Gamsakhurdia. elected 
president by a landslide in May, 
fled amid the fighting between 
troops loyal to him and those who 
supported the loose coalition of 
former government officials and 
dissidents who opposed his rule. 

They formed a council to rule 
the former Soviet republic until 
elections can be held. The news- 
paper Izvestia quoted Tengiz 
Sigua. wh j is heading the interim 
government, as saying the milit- 
ary council would probably resign 
by Jan. 12-13, and a new par- 
liamentary election would prob- 
ably be held by April 30. 

Mr. Sigua quit in August as 
Mr. Gamsakhurdia’s prime 


spread of world issues, including 
NATO, the former Soviet Union, 
and war-torn Yugoslavia, a 
spokesman for Mr. Major said. 

They also agreed on the need 
to maintain a presence in north- 
ern Iraq, particularly out of con- 
cern for the the Kurds, the 
spokesman said on condition of 
anonymity. 

Defence Secretary Tom King 
and Mr. Cheney said key items 
on their agenda were the control 
and dismantling of the Soviet 
nuclear arsenal and what the 
West can do about nuclear prolif- 
eration. 

Mr. Cheney said he wasn't 
certain the West can successfully 
stop technology transfers by for- 
mer Soviet nuclear scientists. 

"We need to try, we’re doing 
that, by working with the Soviets 
in this area,” he said. 

But Mr. Cheney said Western 
defence ministers must plan "for 
all kinds of eventualities” includ- 
ing the “possibility that in the 
future there will be more nations 
of the world that have nuclear 
weapons than is true today.” 


claiming the fleet — based in 
Ukrainian waters — because 
Russian leaders still do not treat 
Ukraine as an independent state. 

He also expressed regret that 
he agreed last month to the 
appointment of former Soviet 
Defence Minister Yevgeny Sha- 
poshnikov as interim commander 
of the Commonwealth's armed 
forces, according to Yuri Luka- 
nov, a spokesman for the Ukrai- 
nian independence movement 
Rukh. 

“We’ll try to fix that," Mr. 
Lukanov quoted Mr. Kravchuk 
as telling the officers at the 
Ukrainian parliament building. 

Marshal Shaposhnikov and 
other top commanders of the 
former Soviet Armed Forces 
have harshly criticised Mr. Krav- 
chuk's demand that all non- 
nuclear troops stationed in 
Ukraine swear allegiance to the 
republic, leave the military or 
move elsewhere. 

Mr. Yeltsin, speaking in the 
southern Russian city of 
Ulyanovsk, said he had sent a 
message to all officers and sailors 
in the Black Sea Fleet telling 
them they were "under the pro- 
tection of the Russian president" 


minister but has now resumed the 
post with the president's ouster. 

Funerals were held for two 
men who were killed Friday when 
gunmen loyal to the military 
council opened fire on a pro- 
Gamsakhurdia rally. 

At the funeral for 23-year-old 
Levan Taktakeshivili, about 
2,000 mourners jammed the court- 
yard of the apartment building 
where the university student 
lived. 

They raised their fists in a silent 
protest, then marched behind his 
open coffin that was draped in the 
red, white and black Georgian 
flag. Wreaths and bundles of 
flowers filled a small van as the 
weeping crowd walked slowely 
behind it. 

Mr. Sigua told Izvestia that the 
shootings were a mistake. 



Dick Cheney 


"It's more important than ever 
for us to get on with developing 
and deploying defenses against 
ballistic missiles." These missiles 
are used to launch nudear war- 
heads. 

Mr. Cheney also said the West 
shouldn't be surprised by the 
debate between Russia and 
Ukraine over control of the Black 
Sea Fleet. 

"Republics are in the process 
of trying to divvy up one of the 
most important assets of the for- 
mer Soviet Union — about their 
only asset, their enormous milit- 
ary capability," he said. 


ZAGREB (R) — The European 
Community Friday resumed truce 
monitoring in Yugoslavia, sus- 
pended because of the killing of 
five EC observers. 

‘It has been agreed to resume 
monitoring activities at 12 o’dock 
(1100 GMT) on Jan. 10, on a day 
to day bads until explicit and 
satisfactory security guarantees 
are given by both sides,” said 
Joao Da Silva, the EC spokesman 
in Zagreb. 

The 180 or so unarmed obser- 
vers stopped work Tuesday after 
five of their colleagues — four 
Italian soldiers and a Frenchman 
— were killed when a Yugoslav 
army jet blasted their helicopter 
north east of Zagreb during a 
U.N.-brokered ceasefire. 

The resumed monitoring mis- 
sion were confirmed only to land 
observer operations. EC helicop- 
ters remained grounded for the 
time being, deputy spokesman 
Mira Gomes said. 

The army has said it was an 
accident caused by a mix-up in ear 
control coordination in closed 
Yugoslav Air Space, though it 
has not said why the pilot felt it 
necessary to open fire. 

But Italian leaders say they 
suspect it was deliberate. 

The EC had demanded fresh 
guarantees for the safety of its 
observers from the army and also 
Croatian independence forces be- 
fore they resumed monitoring. • 

Mr. Da Silva said the two sides 
had reaffirmed existing guaran- 
tees Wednesday but extra 
guarantees would be discussed at 
a meeting Saturday of the three 
sides at the neutral location of 
Pecs, Hungary. 

He said monitoring was being 
resumed now because both the 
army and the Croats had shown a 
“positive attitude.” 

Meanwhile, Serbs declared 
their own republic in ethnically- 
mixed Bosnia-Herzegovina, a 
sign of growing tensions at a time 
of high hopes for a lasting cease- 
fire in Yugoslavia. 

Bosnia’s Muslim President AII- 
ja Izetbegovic, who has asked the 
European Community (EC) to 


PARIS (AP) — The governing 
Socialist Party elected Laurent 
Fabius as its new leader Thursday 
and he pledged loyalty to long- 
time rival Michel Rocard, boost- 
ing Mr. Rocard’s chances of suc- 
ceeding President Francois Mit- 
terrand. 

In his acceptance speech, Mr. 
Fabius confirmed what other 
politicians had been hinting for 
days — that he has shelved his 
own presidential aspirations and 
would accept former Premier 
Rocard as front-runner for the 
Socialists’ nomination to succeed 
Mr. Mitterrand in 1995. 

Mr. Rocard "carries our hopes 
and those of many French peo- 
ple," said Mr. Fabius, adding that 
Mr. Rocard could count on his 
loyalty. 

Mr. Fabius, also a former pre- 
mier, will step down as National 
Assembly president to take on 
the task of healing internal fiueds 
and reviving the Socialists’ sag- 
ging popularity. He was elected 
without dissent by the party's 
131-member governing commit- 
tee. 

Eleven members abstained, in- 
cluding the left-leaning former 
Defence Minister, Jean-Pierre 
Chevenement. He complained 
that policy issues had been 


recognise his republic's independ- 
ence on Jan. 15, vowed not to let 
the Serbs secede. 

“We will not permit this." 
Croatian radio quoted him as 
saying. 

Fears grew that the worsening 
ethnic friction in the republic at 
the heart of the disintegrating 
Balkan federation could spread 
Croatia's war there. 

In Croatia, the most successful 
ceasefire in six months of fighting 
raised hopes of a permanent 
peace but the new tensions in 
Bosnia and the appointment of a 
Serb hardliner as caretaker feder- 
al defence minister in Belgrade 
clouded growing optimism. 

General Blagoje Adzic re- 
placed General Veljko Kadijevic 
who resigned Wednesday, a day 
after a federal army jet shot down 
a helicopter, killing the five EC 
truce monitors. 

The Italians were buried with 
full honours after a service in 
Udine, Italy, where Pope John 
Paul lamented the “agonising 
tragedy" of Yugoslavia's war. 

Italian leaders said they sus- 
pected the attack was deliberate. 

Leaders of Yugoslavia’s six 
warring republics came together 
in Brussels Thursday for peace 
talks with EC mediator Lord 
Carrington who called the truce 
in Croatia, where more than 
6,000 people have died, very en- 
couraging. 

Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic accused the EC of 
overstepping its role by consider- 
ing recognising separate Yugos- 
lav republics. 

Portugal, acting as current EC 
president, said the Community's 
12 governments were unlikely to 
readi a common view on whether 
to recognise Croatia, Bosnia and 
two other would-be independent 
Yugoslav republics. 

The Yugoslav crisis tops the 
agenda for a meeting of the 12 
EC foreign ministers in Brussels 
starting Friday. 

Italian President Francesco 
COssiga said be had given his 
"formal assent” for the recogni- 
tion of the republics. 


ignored during the selection of a 
qew leader. 

The outgoing party leader, 
Pierre Mauroy, announced his 
resignation plans earlier this 
week and named Mr. Fabius, a 
favourite of Mr. Mitterrand, as 
his preferred successor. 

Some party activists com- 
plained that this tactic precluded 
a democratic selection of a new 
leader. 

But Mr. Fabius* election was 
assured when he received the 
backing of Mr. Rocard, his long- 
time rival. 

Both Mr. Fabius and Mr. 
Rocard have served as Mr. Mit- 
terrand’s prime minister. But Mr. 
Mitterrand viewed Mr. Fabius as 
a protege with like-minded devo- 
tion to Socialist principles, and 
clashed with Mr. Rocard, who 
espouses relatively conservative 
policies. 

Their rivalry was a major com- 
ponent in factional disputes that 
have severely embarrassed the 
party in recent years. Socialist 
fortunes suffered further in 1991 
as unemployment soared past 9.5 
per cent and Mr. Rocard ’s re- 
placement as premier, Edith 
Cresson, plummeted in opinion 
polls.- 


Thousands of Georgians mourn 2 
killed in pro- Gamsakhurdia rally 



French Socialists elect 
Fabius as party leader 


p3rty preparations for for general 
elections and called on DLP 
numbers to unite behind him. 

Kim’s supporters have often 
threatened to leave the DLP un- 
less the nomination is settled 
before the general elections. 

Recent news reports that Mr. 
Roh would soon formally desig- 
nate Mr. Kim as his successor 
plunged the party into turmoil, 
sparking angry protests from anti- 
Kim factions. 

Mr. Roh Thursday met Mr. 
Kim and other faction leaders at 
his Blue House official residence 
to try to settle the dispute. 

■‘Tlie issue of the presidential 
candidate was completely settled 
in the meeting,” Mr. Roh said, 
but gave no details. He sidestep- 
ped questions on whether he per- 
sonally would back Mr. Kim. 

Mr. Roh said the government 
would indefinitely postpone elec- 
tions for provincial governors and 
mayors of the six largest cities, 
and polls for the heads of small 
towns or cities. 

"Many people expressed wor- 
ries that if the nation stages as 
many as four elections in one 
year, it will add to the problems 
of our economey," he said. 

Business leaders and economic 
planners had expressed fears that 
huge sums traditionally spent on 
electioneering would fuel infla- 
tion now around 10 per cent 
annually. 

The main opposition Democra- 
tic Party, led by veteran politician 
Kim Dae-Jung, said it was sur- 
prised and furious. 


Bush’s Japan mission ends with dissatisfaction on both sides 


TOKYO (AP) — President 
Bush's rrade mission to Japan 
ended in a final round of finger- 
pointing: U.S. automakers were 
unhappy with vague trade 
pledges, while the Japanese said 
the White House was making 
them a scapegoat for America's 
inability to cure its economic ills. 

Mr. Bush was en route home 
Friday at the end of a 12-day 
journey to Australia, Singapore, 
Korea and Japan. 

Speaking to reporters aboard 
Air Force One just prior to 
takeoff, Mr. Bush said he thought 
he had "accomplished a lot” 
although "it will take awhile for 
people to realise what did hap- 
pen.” Earlier, he said trip re- 
sulted in “leveling the playing 
field" in U.S.-Japan competition 
and winning jobs for Americans. 

Japanese Prime Minister Kiichi 
Miyazawa’s assessment was effu- 
sive: "In the history of the human 
race, never before have two na- 
tions of such different history and 
culture deepened such a rela- 
tionship of mutual interdepend- 
ence." 

But smiles were scarce away 
from the formalities. 

After the talks ended, U.S. 
automakers accompanying Mr. 
Bush complained that Japan's 
promises — to buy 20.000 more 
U.S. cars per year, to double 
purchases of U.S. auto parts, to 
relax car inspection standards and 


boost sales of other goods — 
weren't nearly enough. 

Some Japanese officials were 
offended by the very presence of 
the U.S. executives whom they 
viewed as trying to give them a 
hard sell. And Japanese nego- 
tiators accused U.S. officials of 
violating free trade principles 
with their inistence on sales 
targets for U.S. goods in Japan. 

Within minutes of Mr. Bush's 
announcement of the details, the 
automakers voiced their unhappi- 
ness. Chrysler Chairman Lee 
Iacocca said the agreement 
“doesn't sound like a lot of cars.” 

"The bad news is that I think 
the proposals that are on the 
table as far as the auto industry is 
concerned are inadequate," 
added Harold A. Poling, chair- 
man of Ford Motor Co. 

Aboard his plane, Mr. Bush 
shrugged off the criticism, saying, 
“maybe some had their sights set 
a little higher, like trying to have 
some managed rrade. but that’s 
not what we’re going to do.” 

His staff handed reporters 
aboard the plane supportive 
statements from the paper indus- 
try and the American Electronics 
Institute saying the results of 
talks should significantly increase 
their access to Japanese markets. 

Mr. Bush has • linked the U.S. ' 
recession to Japan's trade prac- 
tices, which he says restrict im- 
ports and therefore cost Amer- 
icans their jobs. 


But as his trade mission neared 
and end Thursday, both he and 
Mr. Miyazawa emphasised the 
positive. 

In a joint declaration, they said 
they agreed that “economic 
issues have assumed new promin- 
ence... in the post-cold war era.” 

And, though Mr. Bush said 
more remained to be done to 
balance trade, he also said, "I 
think we have created jobs... this 
visit has been a success.” 

Mr. Miyazawa said, "some fric- 
tion is inevitable. ...But as the 
president said, it was a fruitful 
summit.” He added, “I believe 
that the meetings that I had with 
the president marked a concrete 
first step toward building a new 
global partnership." 

Mr, Bush's decision to bring 18 
top U.S. executives along for the 
trade talks, however, left some 
Japanese rankled. 

Legislator Masao Kunihiro said 
Mr. Iacocca “sounded like a 
gangster,” and he asked, “why 
did Bush bring such a man?" 

The talks bogged down toward 
the end over Washington's de- 
mand that Japanese automakers 
buy $20 billion of imported parts 
in fiscal 1994, more than doubling 
previous purchases. 

Japan refused to budge further 
after setting a target of $19.1 
billion, the Public Television Net- 
work reported. 

“We agreed that there is no 
agreement.” said Joseph T. Gor- 


man, chairman of auto parts mak- 
er TRW Inc. “Is it enough? Of 
course it's not enough.” 

Long accused of protecting 
their own markets, Japanese 
negotiators expressed dismay at 
the U.S. position. 

“If we’re asked to come up 
with concrete figures, isn't that 
the same thing as managed trade? 
They don’t seem to be able to 
understand that, no matter what 
we say,” Norboru Hatakeyama, 
Japan's top negotiator, com- 
plained before the agreement was 
released. 

Mr. Bush said the two sides 
had agreed on 11 arrangements to 
increase U.S. exports of autos, 
paper, gluss and semiconductors 
to Japan. He described the pack- 
age as “significant but interim.” 

The president stressed the im- 
portance of a Japanese govern- 
ment pledge to buy American 
computers. 

The two leaders also supported 
the idea of a rising value for the 
yen against the dollar, which 
theoretically would make U-S. 
goods cheaper and more competi- 
tive here. 

Mr. Bush and Mr. Miyazawa, 
both needing to make the best of 
a long-awaited state visit marred 
by Mr. Bush’s brief bout with the 
flu, said their meetings had reaf- 
firmed the sometimes tense 
alliance between the two econo- 
mic superpowers. 


Mr. Bush said American milit- 
ary ties with Japan will remain 
strong, and the Japanese would 
continue to permit and financially 
back deployment of American 
forces. 

But it was trade that Mr. Bush 
came to Japan to talk about, and 
the results on that score were 
ambiguous. 

Cars account for three-quarters 
of Japan's trade surplus with the 
United States, and Japan exports 
some 1.75 million vehicles to the 
United States. Of the 35,000 U.S. 
vehicles Japan imports a year, 
20,000 are built by Japanese fac- 
tories in the United States. 

So, fulfilling a promise to im- 
port 20,000 more U.S.-made care 
a year, one of the few specific 
agreements reached during the 
summit, will make little differ- 
ence in the overall imbalance. 

Mr. Bush also d aimed a break- 
through in gaining Japan's en- 
dorsement of a proposal for set- 
tling long stalemated talks under 
the Geneva-based General 
Agreement on Tariffc and Trade 
(GATT). The proposal by GATT 
Director-General Arthur Dunkle 
would require that quotas for 
farm products be replaced by 
tariffs- 

But senior officials at Ja pan ‘s 
Agricultural Ministry said Japan 
had not changed its opposition, 
depate the vaguely worded en- 
dorsement. 



13.6 kg potato — 
big enougn for 150 
servings of fries 


LONDON TAP) — A Saudi- 
grown potato weighing 13.6 kg 
and bis enough to make I5U 
servings of fries arrived Tnursda> 
to be authenticated for a spot in 
the Guinness Book of Records. It 
tooK two flight attendants to lift 
the tuber from its flight from 
Riyadh. Once the potato is 
checked by rite National Vi- 
able Society in London, it will btr 
registered with the Guinness 
Book of Record*, beating a 30- 
year-old record by about 10.4 kg. 
a Guinness spokeswoman said. 
The potato was flown to London 
in a special skin to prevent it from 
dehydrating and losing weight. 
The giant potato would he 
enough to make 150 places of 
fries or 200 servings of mashed 
potatoes. Makolm Field. British 
Airways cargo manager at Heath- 
row Airport, said the potato re- 
ceived first-class treatment. “It 
certainly looks a record breaker 
and we have been very careful :o 
treat it with a lot of respect.” 

Ex-gangster asks 
Bush for help, 
or else 

TOKYO < R) — A Japanese 
gangster told U.S. President 
George Bush that if he didn't 
help abolish laws against rack- 
eteering. gangsters wouldn't buy 
American cars. “If the yakuza 
(gangsters) stopped buying 
American cars, your trip to Japan 
would be a fruitless one.” former 
gangland boss Tadao Nawa said 
in a letter to Mr. Bush, the daily 
Tokyo Shimbun reported Fridzy. 
“About 70 per cent of the people 
who buy American cars in Japan 
are yakuza (gangsters i." he said. 
Mr. Nawa wrote to Mr. Bush 
through the U.S. embassy on Jan. 
6, the day the U.S. president 
began his four-day visit to Japan, 
asking for support in opposing a 
new anti-racketeering law that 
takes effect in Japan in March. 
Japan's huge car trade surplus 
with the U.S. was a central focus 
of President Bush’s visit to Japan. 
A U.S. embassy spokeswoman 
was unable to confirm whether 
Mr. Nawa’s letter had been deli- 
vered to the embassy. Mr. Nawa. 
who now works for a published 
company in Osaka, was formerly 
the leader of a group of yakuza. 
Although many yakuza engage in 
letitimate activities in stock and 
real estate markets, their tradi- 
tional sources of income were 
drugs, prostitution and protec- 
tion. 


Queen Elizabeth’s 
cousin to marry 

LONDON (AP) — Lady Helen 
Windsor, a cousin of Queer. Eli- 
zabeth II, is to be married, her 
parents said. Lady Helen, 27. 
who works at a London An 
Gallery, will marry Tim Taylor, a 
28-year-old an dealer, the Duke 
and Duchess of Kent said. The 
queen has given her consent for 
the marriage, said the statement 
issued by the Kents. No date for 
the wedding was given. 

Terminator 2 
U.S. box office 
champion for 1991 


— . was me u 

office champion of 1991. i 
$204.4 million, the daily 
Trade newspaper said. T1 
tar film, widely touted 
most expensive pictun 
made, had a budget repc 
range from $80 million i 
milhon. Schwarzenegger 
to comment on reports 
ceived $12 million. Th 

earned $204.396312 in 191 

Variety, an extertainmenl 
fry newspaper. Another 
mm, Steven Spielberg’s 
starring Robin Williams ar 
bn Hoffman in an adult vei 
the children’s classic Peter 
already in llth place in thi 
biggest earners at U.S 
offices last year, Althougi 
been on release for only 2 
Present to 
$82,068,245. Variety sail 
Warner Brothers film. 
Hood: Prince Of Thieve 
Costner in the title 
second in the annual list, 
famed $165,493,908. It 
lowed by the Fox film 
£lone, starring 11-ye 
MacauJay Colkin. 
$132,912,751. Variety rej 
These are followed, in oi 
earnings, by the psyche 
thriller The Silence O 
J^jnbs, with $130,742,9; 
Orion. City Slickers, fror 
umbia starring comedian 
Crystal, with $123,47l,0& 
Dances With Wolves, als 
nng Costner and also 
Onon, $122,448,381. 




